
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our Prayers this week: 
Jorgensen Family – Emia Yr9, Zac Yr10 

Josai Family – Crystal Yr4 

Kajewski Family – Mahayla Yr5 

Karn Family – Archer Prep, Liam Yr1, 

Ethan Yr4 

Kavanagh Family – Brianna Yr3 

Kefford Family – Ava Yr9 

Kelly Family – Evie Prep 

Kenningale Family – William Yr1, Sapphire 

Yr3, Tyrell Yr4 
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St John’s Church  

(36 Markwell Street, Kingaroy) - 9:30am 

 

St John’s Lutheran School 

84 – 94 Ivy Street 

PO Box 506 

Kingaroy QLD 4610 

Phone: 0741623988 

Email: office@sjls.qld.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

Kindness is… 
The concept of "walking in other people's shoes" is closely 
related to empathy, which is the ability to understand and share 
the feelings of another person. When we make an effort to 
empathise with others, it can help us: 

 build stronger relationships 
 resolve conflicts 
 promote a more inclusive and understanding society. 

Practising empathy and "walking in other people's shoes" 
involves actively listening to others, considering their 
experiences and emotions, and suspending judgment.  
Remember, while it's beneficial to try and understand others' 
perspectives, it's also important to respect boundaries and not 
assume that we fully know or can completely replicate someone 
else's experience.  
 
Bible Reading – Philippians 2:4: Each of you should look not 
only to your interests but also to the interests of others.  

 

Weekly Wellbeing   

It is scientifically known that not all children learn in the same 
way or at the same pace. Each child has their own unique 
learning style and preferences. Some children may learn better 
through visual cues, while others may prefer auditory or hands-
on learning experiences. Recognising and catering to these 
individual learning styles can greatly enhance a child's learning 
experience. It is important to acknowledge a child’s progress with 
their learning and not just focus on their results. Each student is 
unique in their gifts and talents, so encourage your child to 
embrace their strengths and work on the things they haven’t 
conquered YET!  
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From the Principal – Mrs Karyn Bjelke-Petersen 

Next week, families with primary children will receive their written progress reports. Our 
teachers have been working hard to prepare to reflect a point in time in your child’s 
educational journey. It is important to see this as a guide as to where your child is 
now, areas to work on and consolidate, and areas where they can be extended. If you 
have any questions regarding the reports, please direct them to the class teacher as 
they are the best person to discuss these with initially. I get the privilege of reading 
and looking over each child’s progress to date and to see children grow in their 
academics, confidence and resilience is rewarding as staff. I must thank the many staff 
behind the scenes who assist in the preparation of these reports, with formatting, printing, 
folding and packing, etc.  
 
When you visit next week for our Athletics Carnival, please stop by for five minutes and take in the view from the 
top of the bank to see the preparation work for the footings for the new building. Even the Project Manager, 
Justin, enjoys the view from this vantage point - a view of the whole site at once. When we met with Justin 
earlier this week, he commented on how our students were enquiring about various parts of the build and asking 
questions relating to the various sections. It was pleasing to hear that the students - mainly secondary- were 
asking questions politely and respectfully. 
 
We have had a number of staffing changes throughout Term Two, and while not ideal at any time, the 
circumstances have been unavoidable. I appreciate everyone’s understanding that to find replacement staff at 
short notice can be difficult given the current teacher shortage, and I also feel grateful that we have been able to 
have classes covered with relief staff or current teachers covering for each other.  
 
Mrs Sharyn Ryan recently notified us of her resignation. Sharyn has been an integral part of our front office team 
and has been able to work off-site this term to assist with the reporting process.  Sharyn’s gifts of organisation 
and understanding have helped shape our current office practices. We hold Sharyn and her family in our prayers 
at this time of transition, and we hope we will have the opportunity to formally say thank you to her in the near 
future. We thank Crystal, Tricia, Michelle, and Tracey for the way they have stepped in to cover Sharyn’s role in 
her absence over the last few months.  
 
Hope to see many of you over the next week at some of the events in and around the school. Have a great 
week! 
 

From the Deputy Principal – Mr Steven Lake  

As we come to the end of Term Two, students are looking forward to a well-earned break. 
Students in the younger year levels are encouraged to take some time to experience 
some downtime away from school. For our senior students, this is a time where they can 
experience some non-school time, but also an opportunity to catch up on incomplete work 
from this past term. Students are reminded to submit their assessments on time to allow 
teachers to use this information to build an accurate picture of the student’s learning 
journey. As such, parents are encouraged to connect with staff next week during the 
parent/teacher interview process to unpack Term Two learning and future goal setting.  
 
As we move into the final weeks of term, I would like to congratulate those students competing in various 
sporting activities, ranging from the Country Netball Cup to Athletics. I would like to ask that as many students as 
possible participate in the athletics carnival in some way, so as to broaden their school experiences and 
continue to drive the house spirit among our house teams. This is a great example of “you get out of it what you 
put in!”  
 
Senior students are asked to continue to check in with Mr Schmidt and Mr Collier regarding TAFE and other VET 
opportunities for next term and beyond. I will be meeting with executive members of UniSQ this week to hear 
about further opportunities for our students moving towards a tertiary pathway in the future. 
Finally, I ask parents and students to be aware of recent communications that have gone home regarding the 
use of social media. This is starting to become a larger societal problem and one that is starting to affect the 
wellbeing of some of our students here at St John’s. There will be more information for parents and students 
about this in Term Three. 
 
As always, if you have concerns regarding your child, please contact the school so that proper communication 
can be created and any issue dealt with as fast as possible. 
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School Reminders and Information 

Qld State Title Whip cracking – All the best for the students competing at the State Title Whip cracking 
Championships this weekend. We will inform our community of their results in next week’s newsletter. 
 
Late Drop off & Early Pickups – A reminder to parents & caregivers, if your child arrives late, they are to sign 
in at the school office where they will be given a late pass to give to their teacher. This ensures they are marked 
present on the roll and confirm home arrangements (Bus, Drop and Go, etc.) 
 
If you need to collect your student early, we ask ALL parents and carers to arrive at the office first. Only parents, 
legal guardians, or authorised individuals listed on the child's emergency contact form are allowed to do so. If 
you have organised another person to collect your child, the school will require a phone call/email/letter advising 
this, and proper identification will be required to verify the person's identity. 
 
Our school has sign-out procedures in place to record the time and date when a child is collected early. This 
helps maintain accurate attendance records. To ensure the safety of all students, St John’s has specific 
protocols in place for early departure. These procedures are designed to safeguard the well-being of the 
students. 
 
School Day Reminders - Supervision commences each day at school at 8am. We ask that students come and 
sit at the hall until teachers have finished their before-school meetings. At 8:30am, teachers will collect their 
students from this area and move to their classrooms. This gives the students 15 minutes to unpack their school 
bags and prepare for the school day, which commences at 8:45am. Reminder: If your child arrives after 8:45am, 
please come into the school office to sign them in. Student pick-up in the undercover area at the hall is from 
2:55pm, and supervision in this area will finish at 3:15pm. 
 
It is school policy that parents/carers or students are not allowed in classrooms unattended by school 
staff, for confidentiality reasons.  
 
Prep Enrolments - All current school families - To be guaranteed a position in Prep 2024, if there are any 
current families who have not put in their application for enrolment, if you could do so as soon as possible.   If 
you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Mrs Williams by phone or email, twil@sjls.qld.edu.au 
 
Winter Colds & Flu – It seems that cold & flu season (and many other sicknesses) have hit families hard this 
year. Unfortunately, we are seeing a significant number of sick children absent from school or being sent home 
due to sickness. We ask if students are sick, to please keep them at home. Many viruses are highly contagious, 
and it is important that we try and stop the spread of sickness through the classrooms. Please contact the office 
or use the school app to advise if your children are unwell. 
 
Sporting Schools – Today is the last day of Sporting Schools for Term Two. Thank you for another great term. 
 
Playgroup – Due to the Athletics Carnival, there will be no Playgroup next week, Wednesday, the 21st of June. 
Thank you, Mrs Moseling, for running another great term of Playgroup. 
 
Inter-house Athletics Tuckshop - Due to Athletics Carnival, only Prep students will receive a paper order form 
for the Tuckshop on Wednesday, the 21st of June. If you wish to order tuckshop for your Prep student for this 
day, please return your order with money to the office by 3pm on Tuesday, the 20th of June. 
 
All other students can purchase over the counter on Tuesday and Wednesday – no online ordering is available.  
 
Inter-house Athletics Carnival - Our Inter-house Athletics Carnival is scheduled for next week, Monday, the 

19th of June, to Wednesday, the 21st of June.  

There is an updated timetable attached to the back of this newsletter.  

Families are most welcome to attend this event.  
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Code of Conduct for Parents and Spectators – Athletics Carnival  
In the interests of having a positive school carnival, please review the Parent/Spectator Code of Conduct. This is 
in line with South Burnett and Wide Bay School Sports.  
 
Parents’ Code of Conduct  

• Co-operate with the school to achieve the best outcomes for your child  
• Support team and event officials in maintaining a safe and respectful learning environment for all 

students 
• Maintain positive relationships with team officials regarding your child’s learning, well-being and 

behaviour  
• Encourage participation by your children  
• Provide a model of good sportsmanship for your child to copy 
• Be courteous and constructive in your communication with players, team officials and sport 

administrators 
• Encourage honest effort, skilled performance, and team loyalty  
• Make any new parents feel welcome on all occasions  
• Do not interfere with the conduct of any events  
• Support School Sport Australia’s policy of a smoke-free, alcohol-free environment.  

 
Spectators’ Code of Conduct  

• Demonstrate appropriate social behaviour 
• Remember children play for enjoyment - don’t let your behaviour detract from their enjoyment 
• Let game officials conduct events without interference  
• Support skilled performance and team play with generous applause 
• Demonstrate respect for opposing players and their supporters  
• Support School Sport Australia’s policy of a smoke-free, alcohol-free environment  

 
Parental Photography at School Events  

• We welcome the taking of photographs and video for personal/family use at St John’s Lutheran 
School events, and understand that most people taking photographs and images of their own 
children at these events are doing so for acceptable reasons, using appropriate methods. 

• However, we respectfully ask that you seek permission from parents/guardians if you wish to share 
images of other students participating in these activities. 

 

Library News 
There will be NO library lessons next week for the last week of term.  All outstanding home books need to be 
returned, please. Don’t forget to be recording all the books you read onto your Premier’s Reading Challenge 
sheet.  These are due back by the 25th of August. 
 
Book Week - Next term is all things Book Week.  We will be looking at the shortlisted Book Week books 
culminating in our combined Book Week Day and Grandparents Day with ‘Spring into Spring’, on Monday, the 
4th of September.  We will have a costume parade followed by book activities, a mini-concert and devotion. 
 
Costumes do not need to be elaborate.  In fact, home-made jobs are usually the most fun.  The ‘cheap shops 
and op shops have some great things that can be used. A simple cape and mask can be turned into loads of 
things. Students can come dressed as a book character or the theme ‘Read, Grow, Inspire’.   
 
I have been talking about costumes this week in library lessons (just in case you happen to be shopping in the 
holidays). Costumes can be as simple as a pair of jeans, a check shirt, and a hat, and you are a farmer, or wear 
pyjamas. Turn your school tracksuit inside out, make a mask and you can be The Very Cranky Bear, The Very 
Noisy Bear, or any of the bear stories. We have plenty of sportspeople writing books now.  Come as Lil Ash 
Barty, Tiny Timmy, Kaboom Kid or Mighty Mitch. If you have fairy or princess costumes already, there are plenty 
of book characters these can be turned into. Wear ‘normal everyday clothes’ and make a mask and you can be 
‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’. 
 
See what books your child is reading and enjoying, and see if there is a costume that can be made around that. 
There are endless possibilities, without costing the earth. Please come and talk with me if you are stuck and 
need any ideas.  I am happy to help.          Mrs T 
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2023 Premier's Reading Challenge – Yesterday, two teams went to Taabinga State School to compete in the 
South Burnett Readers Cup for 2023, where they had to answer five rounds of 10 questions. The students have 
been working very hard over this last term giving up their morning tea breaks to get the five books read and quiz 
each other with questions regarding the books. 
 
Congratulations to Team One (Annabelle Stevens, Elyse Berghofer, Ellie Gadischke, and Abigail Haley) for 
taking out second place (just being pipped at the post by Coolabunia SS) and to 
Team 2 (Angus Berghofer, Josie Reeves, Olivia Moseling, Maclintock Douglas and Elexia Reilly) on a very 
credible 10th. 
 
These students will receive a Participation Certificate together with a Donut King Voucher and a Dominos 
Voucher presented from the competition. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primary Snippets 
Thank you, Kingaroy Fire Department, for speaking with Year One students this morning. Each class met with 
the firemen, and they explained their roles within the department.  
They explained to the children what to do in a fire emergency at home and school - get low and GO GO GO! 
 
Keep a look out for Part Two of this Fire Safety talk. Next week, there will be a truck and water involved! 
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Parent Teacher Interviews (Non-Compulsory) 
Primary Interviews – Parent-teacher interviews for Prep to Year 6 will be held on Friday, the 23rd of June, 
from 8:00am – 3:00pm. Please note that these interviews are not compulsory. 
Prep - Year 6 - Interviews are in time slots of 15 minutes. Interviews are available in person or by phone. 
 
If your child’s teacher would like to request an interview, you will receive a request through either 
Seesaw or email from the teacher, or an office staff member would have made contact by now.  If you 
would like to request an interview or have had one requested by your teacher, please book your 
interview following the procedures below.  
 
Procedure for booking your interview:  
Please reserve your interview time through the online booking system, which is open for bookings now. 
Bookings must be finalised by 3pm on Wednesday, the 21st of June.  
 
Please follow the instructions below to book your interview time.  
 

1. Go to Primary Parent Teacher Interview Booking Link  
2. Alternatively scan this QR Code  
3. Enter your details 
4. Select the teachers you wish to see  
5. Select the appointment time/s that suit your family best  
6. When you click FINISH, your selected bookings will be emailed to 

you immediately. Please keep this information somewhere safe – 
reminders will not be sent home.  

 
If you need to organise a different time, please email these teachers 
directly. 
 
No Interview times are available for Mrs Suz Wilks as she is on long service leave. Please email her directly if 
you wish to make a meeting time with her next term. 
 
High School Interviews - Interviews for High School students will be held on Friday, the 23rd of June, from 
8:00am – 3:00pm. Please note that these interviews are not compulsory. 
 
Interviews are in 15-minute time slots and are available with all subject teachers. Interviews are available in 
person or by phone. If your child’s teacher has requested an interview, you will receive an email. If you would 
like to request an interview or have had one requested by your teacher, please book your interview following the 
procedures below.  
 
Procedure for booking your interview:  
Please reserve your interview time through the online booking system, which is open for bookings now. 
Bookings must be finalised by 3pm on Wednesday, the 21st of June.   
Please follow the instructions below to book your interview time.  
 

1. Go to High School Parent Teacher Interview Booking Link 

2. Alternatively scan this QR Code  
3. Enter your details  
4. Select the teachers you wish to see  
5. Select the appointment times that suit your family best  
6. When you click FINISH, your selected bookings will be emailed to you 

immediately.  
 
Please keep this information somewhere safe – reminders will not be sent 
home  
 
Please note, if you wish to make an interview with Mrs Gusthart, there are 
interview timeslots on Tuesday 20th June only, from 3.15pm to 5 pm.  

 

 
 

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/g8abh
https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/gv9ey
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Secondary Snippets 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Food & Textile - The Year 9/10 Food Technology students completed their assessment!  They had to cook an 
unseen recipe under exam conditions.  It felt like we were in the MasterChef television show.  There was a lot of 
concentration and a little time pressure to get the task completed.  The kitchen smelt amazing, and hopefully 
their families enjoyed their meal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next term, the Year 8 Materials Technology students will be making Boomerang Bags.  As a school, we will be 
joining the community ‘Boomerang Bags’.  Learn more about Boomerang Bags below. 
We will be making sustainable bags, so we are asking you to have a look in your cupboards, do you have 
material. that you will not use, pillowcases, men’s shirts, tablecloths, tea towels, sheets, doona covers or 
anything that is still in 
good condition and is 
predominantly cotton 
fabric.  We would love 
any of your donations to 
go towards making 
Boomerang Bags.   
 
All donations can be 
handed into the office.   
 
Thank you for supporting 
our Materials Technology 
subject. 
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Year 8 Drama - Year 8A have put on Send in the Clowns Drama performance. Thank you to the primary 
students who came to be our very enthusiastic audience during their playtime. 

Attention Year 9 and 10 Students - It's never too early to plan ahead. Explore the exciting range of TAFE 
courses available in 2024 at Kingaroy and Cherbourg campuses. Start discussing your options today with 
parents and carers, and set your path towards a successful Senior Secondary experience here at St John's!  
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Sporting News 

Country Netball Cup – Students who are participating in the Country Netball Cup, tomorrow, Friday the 16th of 

June, need to be at the Kingaroy Netball Courts by 8:00am. The event finishes at 3:15pm and students will not 

be going back to school. Those students who are attending have received a note with a draw for the day. 

Wondai Rugby Gala Day - Well done to the students who showed great team spirit, excellent skills, and took 

out the win in the competition, at last week’s Rugby Gala Day in Wondai. A big thank you to Cameron Murphy 

for coaching this team, and Kristin Dowdle for assisting with today.  Well done to all the other schools involved in 

the event. You were great competition! 

 

New Version of Athletics Carnival Timetable 
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Dates to Remember 

 Community Notices 

June 2023 

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
 AG Taster at 

TAFE for 
selected Yr10 

students 

St John’s 
Playgroup 

9am-10:30am 
 

    

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Inter-house 

Athletics 
Carnival 

Inter-house 
Athletics 
Carnival 

Inter-house 
Athletics 
Carnival  

 
NO 

PLAYGROUP 

Last Day of 
Term 2 

 
School 

Resumes 
Monday 10th 

July 

Parent-
Teacher 

Interviews 
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Upcoming Camps & Events 

 

 

 

WORK & FELLOWSHIP CAMP, LUTHER 

HEIGHTS 

 

A good old fashioned working bee – 

lots of hard work and lots of fun 

too…and importantly it all help to 

enhance our ministry to the 

thousands of young lives who visit 

every year! 

 

Accommodation and food is FREE! 

 

 

28-30 JULY 

 

Luther Heights Youth Camp, 

Coolum 

 

Registrations open:  

4 February –  14 July 

www.lyq.org.au/workcamp  

 

 
 

 

SPRINGBOARD CAMP 

 

Springboard is the perfect taster for 

holiday camping! This jam-packed 3 

day camp offers young campers a 

way to sample the fun, challenge, 

and adventure of LYQ camps.  

 

Years 3 - 6 

 

 

20 – 22 SEPTEMBER 

 

Luther Heights Youth Camp, 

Coolum 

 

Registrations open:  

1 May – 1 September 

www.lyq.org.au/springboard  

 

 

 

 

 
CLW (CHRISTIAN LIFE WEEK) CAMP – 

CENTRAL QUEENSLAND 

 

A popular five-day live-in camp 

experience filled with fun, friends, 

God, worship, challenges, activities, 

and growth. CLW is a chance for 

teenagers to escape the everyday, 

have a stack of good clean fun and 

discover more about what it means 

to be a Christian. 

 

Years 6 – 12 

 

 

25 – 29 SEPTEMBER 

 

Bucca Retreat, near Bundaberg 

 

Registrations open:  

9 June – 31 August 

www.lyq.org.au/springclw 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REPLENISH WOMEN’S RETREAT &  

GRACE-LACED PASTOR WIVES’ 

RETREAT 

 

Sometimes you need to take a 

moment...or a weekend...to stop, 

unwind, and step away from the 

chaos that is your daily routine. This 

October, our Replenish retreat is just 

for you ... no cooking, no cleaning, 

no pressure. 

 

Women 18+ 
 

 

13 – 15 OCTOBER 

 

Luther Heights Youth Camp, 

Coolum 

 

Registrations open:  

1 May – 29 September 

www.lyq.org.au/replenish  

 

 

http://www.lyq.org.au/workcamp
http://www.lyq.org.au/springboard
file://///10.11.0.199/lyq_shared/Events/Annual%20Planning/Master%20Promotional%20Campaigns%20%20(Social,%20Mail,%20&%20Email)/2023/Spring/www.lyq.org.au/springclw
http://www.lyq.org.au/replenish
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