School Newsletter – 25th May 2022
Live – Pray – Love

In our Prayers this week:
Hansen Family – Daelen Prep
Hansen Family – Hunter Yr4, Scarlett Yr3
Hansen Family – Olivia Yr4
Harch Family – Charlotte Prep
Harrison Family – Dane Yr5, Blake Yr2
Harris Family – Renae Yr8
Hatchett – Noah Yr10
Hayden Family – Charlotte Prep

On Monday at devotion, the Year Two students received God’s
special book – the Bible - that was generously donated by the St
John’s Lutheran congregation. The Bible is God’s written record of
his work through the ages. We know how to live, make decisions,
and worship, thanks to the wisdom contained in God’s special
book. As we meditate and consider its truth, our spirits and souls
find nourishment. We become established and enriched in every
experience of life by living according to God’s perspective. The
Bible is a book for everyone. Thank you to the congregation
members who came along to spend some time sharing with the
Year Two students.
Bible Reading: John 3:16-17
God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life
and never really die. God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn its people. He sent him to save them!

Weekly Wellbeing

Sunday Worship Services:
St John’s Church (36 Markwell Street,
Kingaroy) - 9:30 am

St John’s Lutheran School
Ph: 07 4162 3988
Fax: 07 4162 4255
PO Box 506
84-94 Ivy Street
Kingaroy Qld 4610
E-mail: office@sjls.qld.edu.au

The Power of Kindness - Maya Angelou wisely once said “I’ve
learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget
what you did, but people will never forget how you made them
feel.” So why is Kindness important? By being kind towards others,
we not only make the world a better place, but we can also
increase someone’s else’s confidence, encourage others to be
kind, and connect with other people and build meaningful
relationships. Just one act of random kindness a day can boost
happiness, encourage optimism, reduce stress, and make you feel
calmer. When you go about your week, take a moment, and do a
random act of kindness for
someone else, and see how it
makes you both feel. Click on the
link below to learn more about the
benefits that acts of kindness can
bring to us.

Random Acts of Kindness
Trevenna Jorgensen
Wellbeing Officer

Valuing faith, friendships, and family while
focusing on relationships, responsibility and results

From the Principal
The term is certainly marching on! Weeks are flying by before our eyes. As
many of you know, we have been experiencing an increase in staff and
student illness. Alongside illness we have had camps, sporting events,
guest speakers and public holidays and Teachers are very aware that the
regular reporting timeframes are being impacted. I have suggested to
Teachers that if a student has experienced many absences, then it may be
difficult to catch them up on every piece of assessment. Teachers are
continually observing and assessing student progress and understanding and
at times, may use these methods to assess students. Due to tight time frames,
it may be that Progress Reports are not available until very close to the ParentTeacher interviews for primary classes. In secondary, if Progress Reports are not
completed by the Parent- teacher interviews, they will be posted to you over the holidays. Please be assured
teachers will have lots of information and data to be able to share with you in that last week at interviews.
Considering student and staff wellbeing is paramount and I know as professionals, all staff are working hard to
ensure your children are learning what they need for the next semester’s units of work. Thank you for
understanding but I am sure you all have been experiencing interruptions in your own workplaces and totally
understand the current circumstances. If you have any questions, please make a time to see me to chat.
I also appreciate everyone understanding the impact when we have so many staff away at once. We have
needed to combine some classes for short periods, secure relief staff wherever available and leadership staff
have also been in the classrooms at times. It has been an absolute pleasure to be in the classrooms more over
the last few weeks, to see the children engage with their learning and to share their understandings. I have
certainly appreciated our Learning Coaches assistance to ensure classroom routines continue. We are blessed
to have the team that we do!
Have a great week- and keep warm!

P&F News
The P&F assists our school and our students, by providing opportunities for the wider school community to feel
more involved. Previously the P&F have provided support for technology, equipment and resources, fun
occasions such as school camps and a disco, and a subsidy for students representing the region for sport and
other activities.
The growth of our school in the next few years will provide more opportunities to help. We are always interested
in hearing from you. Please email your suggestions and ideas to sjlspf@gmail.com, or see us at the next
meeting in July.

COVID-19 Update
A reminder that if a student tests positive to COVID-19, they need to isolate at home for a minimum of 7 days
and until they are free of symptoms. If they are a close contact and have no symptoms, they can attend school
providing they wear a mask (over 12 years of age). If a close contact is leaving home, it is recommended that
they undertake regular testing (such as on day 0, 2, 4, 6). If a close contact has, or develops, COVID-19
symptoms, they are required to stay at home until they no longer have symptoms.

School Reminders and Information
Uniform Expectations - As the weather has turned cooler recently, we have noticed several Primary and
Secondary students wearing non-uniform jackets, hoodies and jumpers. It is a school expectation that students are
wearing the correct St John’s uniform at school and in public. Our uniform shop is open at the following times:
Opening hours:

Monday
Wednesday
Thursday

8:00am – 9:15am
8:00am – 9:15am
2.30pm – 3.15pm

Uniforms can be ordered through the school app and can either be picked up from Mrs Williams at the office or
sent home with students. Please also note that the school uniform policy states all students are required to wear
black shoes (no colours, logos, or coloured laces.)
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School Reminders and Information cont.
LLL Passbooks - On the 31st of May, interest will again be added to all deposit accounts. We therefore ask that
you please send any LLL passbooks to our office after this date, so that we can send them away to LLL to
update the interest and carry out our annual audit.
Building Fund Donations and Legacies - As we approach the end of the financial year, there is an opportunity
to make additional tax-deductible donations to the School Building Fund. We appreciate the donations that many
parents make to the Building Fund when they pay their school fees. This has enabled us to proceed with
wonderful building projects within the school community. Don’t forget – Additional tax-deductible contributions
can be made at any time by yourself or any other family members to support the children and future
development of the school
Prep 2023 - As 2022 progresses, we are planning towards our Prep classes for 2023. Do you have a child
whose birthday falls between 1st July 2017 & 30th June 2018? If so, they are eligible for Prep 2023.
Please call into the office and collect an enrolment form, as we plan to hold enrolment interviews early next term.
Every day is Open Day at St John’s, come and have a look and a chat. If you have any questions regarding our
school, or the enrolment process, please don’t hesitate to contact Tracey Williams, our School Registrar, by
phone, or email twil@sjls.qld.edu.au.
Book Club - Book Club Issue 4 is due back to
the office by Friday the 3rd of June. Order
through the LOOP platform by this Friday, the
27th of May, to receive the discount code.

Student Travel Rebates
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Non-Compulsory Parent-Teacher Interviews
Primary Interviews
Parent teacher interviews for Prep to Year 6 will be held on Tuesday, the 21st of June, from 3:15pm to 5:30pm,
and on Friday, the 24th of June, from 8:30am to 2pm. Please note that these interviews are NOT compulsory
for all students.
Prep - Year 6 - Interviews are in time slots of 15 minutes. Interviews are available in person or by phone.
If your child’s teacher would like to request an interview, you will receive a request through either Seesaw or
email. If you would like to request an interview or have had one requested by your teacher, please book
your interview following the procedures below.
Procedure for booking your interview:
Please reserve your interview time through the online booking system, which is open for bookings now.
Bookings must be finalised by 3pm on Friday, the 17th of June.
Please follow the instructions below to book your interview time.

1. Go to Primary Parent Teacher Interview Booking Link
2.
3.
4.
5.

Alternatively scan this QR Code
Enter your details
Select the teachers you wish to see
Select the appointment time/s that suit your
family best
6. When you click FINISH, your selected bookings
will be emailed to you immediately. Please keep
this information somewhere safe – reminders
will not be sent home
Please note: If any parents would like to book an interview with Mr Sharp, please contact the school
office.
Junior Secondary Interviews
Interviews for Junior Secondary students will be held on Tuesday, the 21st of June, from 3:15pm to 5:30pm,
and on Friday, the 24th of June, from 8:30am to 2:00pm Please note that these interviews are NOT
compulsory for all students.
Year 7, 8, 9 & 10 - Interviews are in 10-minute time slots and are available with all subject teachers. Interviews
are available in person or by phone.
If your child’s teacher has requested an interview, you will receive an email. If you would like to request an
interview or have had one requested by your teacher, please book your interview following the
procedures below.
Procedure for booking your interview:
Please reserve your interview time through the online booking system, which
is open for bookings now. Bookings must be finalised by 3pm on Friday, the
17th of June.
Please follow the instructions below to book your interview time.
1. Go to Secondary Parent Teacher Interview Booking Link
2. Alternatively scan this QR Code
3. Enter your details
4. Select the teachers you wish to see
5. Select the appointment times that suit your family best
6. When you click FINISH, your selected bookings will be emailed to
you immediately. Please keep this information somewhere safe –
reminders will not be sent home
Please note, if you wish to make an interview with Mrs Gusthart or Mrs Gormley, they will be available for
interviews on Tuesday 21st June only, from 3.15pm to 5pm. If you wish to make an interview time with Mrs
Felicity Jorgensen, she is available for interviews on Thursday 23rd June only, from 3.15pm to 5pm.
If you need to organise a different time, please email these teachers directly.
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Library News
Larrikin Book Fair - Our school will be holding a Larrikin Book Fair from
Monday 6th June to Friday 10th June. The Book Fair will be open before
school from 7.45am to 8.45am and after school from 3.00 to 4.00pm each
day. Parents will be able to have a look at the books online at
www.larrikinhouse.com prior to the event. It would be great if parents attend
the Book Fair with their child. However, we realise that is not always possible,
and a great alternative to this is for parent to choose to purchase Larrikin
Cash at www.larrikinhouse.com/cash
Larrikin Cash works just like real cash, and even prints out to look like money! It’s set up as an online item where
you can simply enter any amount you wish. (Please don’t add any actual products to your online cart, just the
Larrikin Cash item, as products need to be collected from the Book Fair). Once you proceed through the
checkout, you will receive an email with your Larrikin Cash, which you can either print out and give to your child,
or you can write the 5-digit code onto a note and send this with your child. (If you don’t receive the email
immediately after checkout, please check your spam/junk mail folder.) You are effectively buying a voucher that
can then be exchanged for any items at the Book Fair. Your child will then bring the Larrikin Cash to school and
visit the library during the Book Fair. We will also be accepting regular cash and credit card payments on site
during the Book Fair. We will not be doing re-orders, so once a book is sold out, that’s it, I’m afraid.
The bonus for us is that we receive a percentage of sales towards the purchase books for the library.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Mrs T in the library.
Premier’s Reading Challenge - It’s that time of the year again when we register for the Premier’s Reading
Challenge. Reading plays an important part in students’ lives during their school years and beyond. It allows
children to actively engage their imagination and opens up a world of educational opportunities. The reading
period for the 2022 Premier's Reading Challenge commenced on Monday, the 9th of May, and closes on Friday,
the 26th of August. This year, the Premier has invited all students to take on the challenge:
• Prep to Year 2 should read or experience at least 20 books,
• Years 3 and 4 should read at least 20 books, and
• Years 5 to 9 should read at least 15 books.
Experiencing books can include shared reading, listening to stories, or reading picture books. The aim for the 2022
challenge is to engage more students reading more books than ever before.
Students wishing to take part in this year’s challenge can use the form in the link below to keep track of the
books read. These books can be library books, home readers, bedtime stories, reading group books, or any
books read during this time. Forms are also available for collection from the school library.
Premier's Reading Challenge Form
Every student who completes the challenge will receive a Certificate of Achievement signed by the Premier.
If you need any more information, please don’t hesitate to contact Mrs T in the library – ttun@sjls.qld.edu.au

Primary Snippets
Our Year Two classes were privileged to
receive their very own Bibles at Whole
School devotion on Monday. Mr Kotzur
and Pastor Jordan showed students some
Bibles that have been written in different
languages. We also found out an
interesting fact - the Bible is both the bestselling book in the world and the most
stolen one! Another interesting fact about
the Bible is that it has been translated into
over 1200 languages. The students spent
some time reading their Bibles with
members of the St John’s Lutheran
congregation after the devotion. It was a
very special morning for the Year Two
classes!
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Secondary Snippets
Yesterday, students from Years 5-10 listened to a presentation from a
group called ‘Collective Shout’. Special guests, Melinda Tankard-Reist
and Daniel Principe, had an important message for our youth, as they
attempt to increase the awareness of inappropriate visual images in
the media and in public spaces. They also discussed the importance
of having respectful relationships. We thank Daniel and Melinda for
taking the time to connect with our students.

It was so great to have more students attend Study Time last Thursday.
This is a wonderful opportunity to obtain individualised help. It is also a
quiet environment. We hope to see more students attending. Mrs Roberts
and Mrs Springhall are in attendance from 7:45am-8:30am in L2.

The Year 7 Agricultural Students have been waiting patiently for the hatching of their chickens. Over the
weekend they had their first arrival. The students are now proud parents. Stay tuned for more baby arrivals.

BP Shield was held last Wednesday at Murgon State High. Students participated in Volleyball, Touch Football,
Basketball, Chess, and Theatre Sports. We were blessed with fine weather, and it was a great day. These days
are not only about playing games, but they are also wonderful opportunities to connect with friends new and old.
As a teacher, I cherish this opportunity to network with other teachers. We would like to especially thank Murgon
High for a well-run day, and their staff and students for making us feel so welcome. Congratulations to the Year
7&8 Girls Touch Football team for winning their division. The two St John’s teams in Theatre Sports placed
second and third.
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Grow Together
Please find below the Term Two edition of Grow Together for our school families.
Grow Together, is a newsletter and resource that has wonderful ways to connect with your children, and
together as a family. Please click on the link below:

Grow Together Newsletter - 2 - 2022

Sporting News
Winter Carnival – After discussions with the SB Sports committee and various
stakeholders, the Primary Winter Carnival is now cancelled. This is due to some
venues being waterlogged and unusable for play due to excessive rain.
Inter-house Athletics Carnival - Our Inter-house Athletics Carnival is scheduled for the last
week of term from Monday, the 20th of June to Thursday, the 23rd of June. Please see the
timetable of events below for an outline of when children will be competing. A more detailed event
program will be published in forthcoming weeks. Parents and spectators are allowed to attend. Please note that
event participation is based on the age your child is turning this calendar year.

9:00am
10:00am

Monday

Tuesday
10-17 Years Day

Wednesday
6-9 Years Day

Thursday
Reserve Day

Normal Lessons

Sprints
Field rotation 2

Sprints including Prep 5- and 6year-olds
Field rotation 1

Normal Lessons

Normal Lessons

Field rotation 3
Field rotation 4

Field rotation 2
Field rotation 3

Normal Lessons

10 to 15 Years – Field rotation 1
8 to 15 Years – 400m/800

1:00 start 8 to 17 years – 200m

1:00 start Field rotation 4

Normal Lessons

Morning
Tea
11:05am
12:00pm
Lunch
12:30pm
start on
Monday

Dates to Remember

May 2022
Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

Sun

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

4

5

Playgroup in
Hall 9am

30

31

1
Playgroup in
Hall 9am

Senior
Devotion
Year 7-9
8:50am

2

3
Senior
Devotion
Year 7-9
8:50am
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Community Notices
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