
 

Valuing faith, friendships, and family while  
focusing on relationships, responsibility and results 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeff Family - Taylor Yr 5, Jonty Yr 4 
Greenhill Family - Jaylin Yr 9, Cristina Yr 5 

Gunston Family - Nicole Yr 8, Charlie Yr 3  

Guse Family - Lachlan Yr 10 

Gusthart Family - Hannah Yr 2, Lachlan Prep  

Haley Family - Abigail Yr 4, Thomas Prep 

Hampton Family - Dane Yr 5, Fraser Yr 2  

Hams Family - Connor Yr 7 
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In our Prayers this week: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
St John’s Church (36 Markwell Street, 

Kingaroy) - 9:30 am 

 

St John’s Lutheran School 
Ph:  07 4162 3988 
Fax: 07 4162 4255 
PO Box 506  
84-94 Ivy Street  
Kingaroy Qld 4610 
E-mail: office@sjls.qld.edu.au 

 

 

Live – Pray – Love 
Over the last few weeks, we have been spending some time 

talking to students about prayer. This week we talked about 

another element of prayer - the importance of saying we are sorry. 

If we are honest, we know that in our lives we mess up, we get 

things wrong, and we fall short of our own standards – let alone 

God’s. Saying sorry is a really important way of keeping our 

relationships with each other healthy. It means we can trust each 

other. This is the same with God. He wants us to talk to him about 

the things we have done wrong, or when we are sad because we 

have hurt others. Saying sorry is an important part of receiving 

forgiveness and is a vital part in fixing any hurt. 

Bible Verse: 1 John 1:9 

But if we confess our sins to God, he can always be trusted to 

forgive us and take our sins away. 

 

Weekly Wellbeing 
Self-talk - We all know it’s so important 

to be kind and caring, and here at St 

John’s there are lots of conversations 

about being kind, especially to others. 

Sometimes we forget it’s just as 

important to be kind to ourselves as it is 

to be kind to others. Our self-talk is 

sometimes very loud and can take over 

our thoughts. With practice and 

encouragement, we can train our mind to create positive self-talk. 

Let’s practise talking kindly about ourselves today. 
 

mailto:office@sjls.qld.edu.au
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From the Principal 
It has been pleasing to see how our students approached their NAPLAN testing over 

these last two weeks. The children listened to instructions, worked quietly as 

instructed, and tried their very best. While teachers don’t rely on these results to 

inform their current practice, it is always interesting to see how students approach 

this type of ‘testing’. This year, students were calm and took it in their stride. I do 

think their general level of engagement is far greater now we have transitioned to 

the online delivery. We look forward to receiving their results later in the year. 

Last week, I shared that I had the opportunity to travel to the Adelaide Hills to 

meet with Principals from Lutheran Schools across Australia. What a blessing to be 

able to share our journey with others and to visit much older and established schools 

to hear of their journey. We had time to enjoy a worship service in one of the oldest 

Lutheran Churches in SA. The church began in 1840 but the ‘new’ church building was built in 1890! It was quite 

a surreal experience. The biblical theme for the conference was Hebrews 13:8, which reads, ‘Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday and today and forever.’ This theme was perfect for our sessions together, as we remembered 

the background of the German settlers in Australia and the relationship between church and school, as we see 

our Lutheran Schools very much as a mission arm of our church. 

Last week, we were thrilled to be able to host Dr Justin Coulson at our school. The feedback from staff, students, 

and families who attended his sessions was positive and encouraging. Next week, we have Melinda Tankard-

Reist and Daniel Principe visiting St John’s once again. Their message for our youth is to increase awareness of 

inappropriate visual images in the media and in public spaces. I encourage you to come along to the parent 

session on Tuesday night at 7pm. (See the flyer in the Community Notices section of this newsletter.) Their 

message is vital for parents to be educated as to what our children are experiencing. I am grateful that we have 

community groups who assist with bringing such high calibre speakers to our district.   

We have also attached the updated Uniform Policy to this newsletter email. This policy has been reviewed to 

come into line with current legislation, including anti-discrimination laws. You will note the uniform options are 

not labelled girls or boys, but rather given as options for students. As long as students are wearing the correct 

combination of uniforms (e.g. formal shirt and formal skirt in secondary OR formal shirt and formal shorts), this is 

acceptable. We like students to take pride in their appearance, and wearing the correct uniform is part of this. 

When we have photo days or formal occasions, students will be requested to wear particular options, e.g. 

summer formal uniform, etc.      Uniform Policy 

We have also updated expectations regarding hairstyles, piercings, etc. Please familiarise yourself with this 

policy, and if you have any queries, please make an appointment time to meet with me.             

I would also like to commend our students on their behaviour in the recent wet weather we experienced. I know 

last week was a difficult week with very few outside play opportunities. These can be times when children want 

to run and have bundles of excess energy, but the student’s demonstrated resilience and self-regulation of 

emotions. Well done!   

COVID-19 Update 
Just a reminder that if a student tests positive to COVID-19 they need to isolate at home for a minimum of 7 

days and until they are free of symptoms. If they are a close contact and have no symptoms, they can attend 

school providing they wear a mask (over 12 years). If a close contact is leaving home, it is recommended that 

they undertake regular testing (such as on day 0, 2, 4, 6). If you have or develop COVID-19 symptoms, close 

contacts are required to stay at home until they no longer have symptoms. 

School Reminders and Information  
Year 4 Camp 
What a great couple of days! The Year 4s have had a great time body boarding, fishing, rock climbing, caving, 

swinging from the giant swing, building relationships, and facing challenges. We look forward to hearing more 

about their adventures when they return home today.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sjls.qld.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/uniform_policy_2022.pdf
https://www.sjls.qld.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/uniform_policy_2022.pdf
https://www.sjls.qld.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/uniform_policy_2022.pdf
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Super Sock Day Thank You 

What a sensational sight to see so many colourful socks throughout our school last Friday for our Super Sock Day! 

This certainly added some joy to a very wet week at school. A huge thank you to all the students, families and staff 

who supported this event. We are thrilled to announce that the generous amount of $1300 was given by our school 

community to the Australian Lutheran World Service Grace Project. This money will sponsor 50 children in a 

refugee camp to attend school for a whole year.  What an amazing gift for these children!  
 

Date Claimer – Year Two Bible Presentations  

Monday, the 23rd of May - 9am 

All Year Two families are invited to come along and share in this devotional time, as our Year Two students are 

presented with their Bibles by the St John’s Lutheran congregation. This will be held in the school hall as part of 

our morning devotion at 9am.  
 

LLL Passbooks - On the 31st of May, interest will again be added to all deposit accounts. We therefore ask that 
you please send any LLL passbooks to our office after this date, so that we can send them away to LLL to 
update the interest and carry out our annual audit. 

School Fees - School Fee Statements for Term Two have been mailed out to all families. Fees are due for 

payment this Friday, the 20th of May, and can be paid at the school office by cash, cheque or EFTPOS. Phone 

payments can be made also, or by the credit card slip printed on the bottom of the account. 

Building Fund Donations and Legacies - As we approach the end of the financial year, there is an opportunity to 

make additional tax-deductible donations to the School Building Fund. We appreciate the donations that many 

parents make to the Building Fund when they pay their school fees. This has enabled us to proceed with 

wonderful building projects within the school community. 

Don’t forget – Additional tax-deductible contributions can be made at any time by yourself or any other family 

members to support the children and future development of the school 
 

P&F News 
The P&F meeting for the term was held this week on Monday night. We heard great 

updates from Karyn Bjelke-Petersen regarding all the things happening around the 

school community and from Darren Schmidt regarding initial concept plans for a new 

building for Senior Secondary. We discussed the results of Bookarama in Term One 

and were able to increase the support for school camp bus expenses to $4000 per 

year. The P&F agreed to provide sponsorship of $150 per selection for any St 

John's student participating as a member of a Wide Bay school team at a state title (or a national title), or 

selected as a regional representative in arts, culture or academic disciplines.  

The P&F discussed plans for a school disco in Term Three and a Colour Run in Term Four. We hope to help 

reward students achievements during the Celebration of Learning, and a possible Arts Showcase later in the 

year.  School staff members, Shelley Murphy and Rosanne Ross, discussed plans to update the Guided 

Reading program at school. The P&F will make a contribution of $13000 to the school. The executive 

committee also hopes to provide a special treat for students during the Athletics carnival in Week 10.  

Please email sjlspf@gmail.com with any ideas or feedback. We hope to involve more parents and carers in 

activities later in the year. The next P&F meeting is scheduled for Monday, the 18th of July. Minutes will be 

made available on the school website in coming weeks. 

mailto:sjlspf@gmail.com
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Library News 
Larrikin Book Fair - Our school will be holding a Larrikin Book Fair from 

Monday 6th June to Friday 10th June. The Book Fair will be open 

before school from 7.45am to 8.45am and after school from 3.00-4.00pm 

each day. Parents will be able to have a look at the books online at 

www.larrikinhouse.com prior to the event if you so choose. It would be 

great if parents attend the Book Fair with their child. However, we realise 

that is not always possible and a great alternative to this is for parent to 

choose to purchase Larrikin Cash at www.larrikinhouse.com/cash     

Larrikin Cash works just like real cash, and even prints out to look like money! It’s set up as an online item where 

you can simply enter any amount you wish. (Please don’t add any actual products to your online cart, just the 

Larrikin Cash item, as products need to be collected from the Book Fair). Once you pass through the checkout, 

you will then receive an email with your Larrikin Cash, which you can either print out and give to your child, or 

you can write the 5-digit code onto a note and send with your child. (If you don’t receive the email immediately 

after checkout, please check your spam/junk mail folder.) You are effectively buying a voucher that can then be 

exchanged for any items at the Book Fair. Your child will then bring the Larrikin Cash to school and visit the 

library during the Book Fair. We will also be accepting regular cash and credit card payments on site during the 

Book Fair too. We will not be doing ‘re-orders’ so once a book is sold out – that’s it, I’m afraid. 

The bonus for us is that we get a percentage of sales to purchase books for the library. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Mrs T in the library.  
 

National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) - This year, NSS takes place on Wednesday, the 25th of May, at 

11:00am. National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is held annually by the Australian Library and Information 

Association (ALIA). Every year a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author and illustrator, is 

read simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, family homes, bookshops, and many 

other places around the country. Now in its 22nd successful year, it is a colourful, vibrant, fun event, that aims to 

promote the value of reading and literacy, using an Australian children's book that explores age-appropriate 

themes, and addresses key learning areas of the National Curriculum for Foundation to Year 6. 

By facilitating NSS, we aim to: 

• promote the value of reading and literacy 

• promote the value and fun of books 

• promote an Australian writer and publisher 

• promote story time activities in libraries and communities around the country 

• and provide opportunities to involve parents, grandparents, the media, and others to participate in and 

enjoy the occasion. 

Our school is again participating in this fun venture and the reading of ‘Family Tree’ written by Josh Pyke will 

happen in the library.       

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge - It’s that time of the year again when we register for the Premier’s Reading 

Challenge. Reading plays an important part in students’ lives during their school years and beyond. It allows 

children to actively engage their imagination and opens up a world of educational opportunities. The reading 

period for the 2022 Premier's Reading Challenge commenced on Monday, the 9th of May and closes on Friday, 

the 26th of August. This year the Premier has invited all students to take on the challenge: 

• Prep to Year 2 should read or experience at least 20 books, 

• Years 3 and 4 should read at least 20 books, and  

• Years 5 to 9 should read at least 15 books.  

Experiencing books can include shared reading, listening to stories, or reading picture books. The aim for the 2022 

challenge is to engage more students reading more books than ever before.  

Students wishing to take part in this year’s challenge can use the form in the link below to keep track of the 

books read. These books can be library books, home readers, bedtime stories, reading group books or any 

books read during this time. Forms are also available for collection from the school library. 

Every student who completes the challenge will receive a Certificate of Achievement signed by the Premier.   

If you need any more information, please don’t hesitate to contact Mrs T in the library – ttun@sjls.qld.edu.au  

Premier's Reading Challenge Form 

http://www.larrikinhouse.com/
http://www.larrikinhouse.com/cash
mailto:ttun@sjls.qld.edu.au
https://readingchallenge.education.qld.gov.au/register/Documents/school-reader-record-form.PDF
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Primary Snippets 
 Each morning staff meet before school for daily 

devotions. Each teacher takes turns sharing a story, 

song, or inspiration with staff. Recently, Mrs Paynter 

talked about her fascination with shells (having been an 

avid collector since her early childhood). She would 

often spend afternoons searching the beach near her 

home, collecting shells of various shapes, colours, and 

sizes. Shells are just like us. As God’s children, we are 

like these shells, a special treasure - each one unique 

and special. God’s treasure is also his Word, and Jesus 

is waiting to meet us on our ‘search’ in the pages of the 

Bible. Thank you, Robyn, for sharing this beautiful 

devotion with staff!  

Secondary Snippets  
Year 7 HASS - The Year 7 cohort attended an excursion to the Waste Water Treatment Plant in Kingaroy and 

the Water Treatment Plant at Gordonbrook Dam. Last term in Science, the students studied the elements of 

water, and this term in HASS, they are studying ‘Water in the World’. The excursion covered both units and 

allowed the students the opportunity to see their study applied in the real world. Once they got over the terrible 

smell, they were quite fascinated by the process that took place at the Waste Water Treatment Plant. This was a 

great excursion that was enjoyed by students and staff. 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Agricultural Science - Year 7A are exploring ‘What Came First: the Egg or the Chicken?’ in Agricultural 

Science this term. They are incubating eggs and hoping for fluffy little chickens to start hatching next week. 

They made a ‘candling’ device to look inside the eggs last week. Fingers crossed for next week that we hear 

little chirping sounds. 
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Year 7 Food and Textiles Technology - Year 7A are having a creative time in Food and Textiles Technology 

this term. They are using a range of different textiles to display their creative skills. First, they made a macramé 

keyring, this week they dyed felt in preparation for their assignment task. They have also learnt about Sishako 

stitching and are making a bookmark. Keep watching for their next creative projects. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Food & Textiles Technology - The Year 8 

class is very engrossed in their sewing. They started 

the unit by refreshing their hand sewing and machine 

skills. The students are making samplers, one with a 

variety of hand stitches, and the other with a range of 

sewing machine stitches. They will join the two 

samplers with a zip.  These skills are essential for 

their assessment item, which will be a slide pencil 

case using recycled denim.  Keep watching this space 

for more photos demonstrating their skills. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

May 2022 
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
 
 

 Playgroup in 
Hall 9am 

 
BP Shield 

 Senior 
Devotion 
Year 7-9 
8:50am 

Election  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
Year 2 Bibles 
Presentation 

Melinda 
Tankard-
Reist 6pm 

(See Flyer in 
Community 

Notices) 

Playgroup in 
Hall 9am 

 Senior 
Devotion 
Year 7-9 
8:50am 
Winter 

Carnival 

  

 

Grow Together 
Please find below the Term 2 edition of Grow Together for our school families.  

Grow Together, is a newsletter and resource that has wonderful ways to connect with your children, and 

together as a family. Please click on the link below: 

Grow Together Newsletter - 2 - 2022 
 

Sporting News 
 

Inter-house Athletics Carnival  

Our Inter-house Athletics Carnival is scheduled for the last week of term from Monday, the 20th of June to 

Thursday, the 23rd of June. Please see the timetable of events below for an outline of when children will be 

competing. A more detailed event program will be published in forthcoming weeks. Parents and spectators are 

allowed to attend. Please note that event participation is based on the age your child is turning this calendar 

year. 
 

 

Election Voting Location 
Please note St John’s Lutheran School Hall is a designated voting location for the election this Saturday, the 

21st of May. 
 

Dates to Remember 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Monday  

Tuesday  
10-17 Years Day 

Wednesday  
 6-9 Years Day 

Thursday  
Reserve Day 

9:00am  
10:00am 

Normal Lessons 
Sprints 
Field rotation 2 

Sprints including Prep 5- and 6-
year-olds 
Field rotation 1 

Normal Lessons 

Morning 
Tea 

 
 

   

11:05am 
12:00pm 

Normal Lessons 
Field rotation 3 
Field rotation 4 

Field rotation 2 
Field rotation 3 

Normal Lessons 

Lunch  
 
 

   

12:30pm 
start on 
Monday  

10 to 15 Years – Field rotation 1  
8 to 15 Years – 400m/800 

1:00 start 8 to 17 years – 200m  1:00 start Field rotation 4 Normal Lessons 

Year 4 Camp Currimundi 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/2tl1jwcdu5fqkp5/Grow%20Together_2022_2-DIGITAL-view%20on%20device.pdf?dl=0
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Community Notices 
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