School Newsletter – 4th May 2022
Live – Pray – Love

In our Prayers this week:
Ford Family - Chelsea Yr 6, Harry Yr 4
Foreman Family - Daniel Yr 4
Fowles Family - Layne Yr 5, Lacey Yr 3
Francis Family - Ruby Yr 5, Chandler Prep
Freeman Family - Breana Yr 9
Fuller-Sandys Family - Mason Yr 5, Beau Yr 3
Gadischke Family - Kate Yr 9, Sarah Yr 8,
Ellie Yr 5
Gakuo Family - Ian Yr 10, Nicole Yr 6

Currently in school devotion, we have been talking to the students
about Prayer – simply just talking with God. Why pray? It's simple,
to talk with God and to get His direction for our lives. God is so
good and will help us when we are happy, sad, sick, or even when
we're in trouble. God will give us wisdom, strength and
understanding if we only ask Him. When we pray our relationship
with God grows.
This week we talked about a simple little word that can help us
remember how to pray and what to pray about. ACTS….
A – is for Adoration – honour and praising God for who he is and
what he has done for us.
C – is for Confession – talking to God about mistakes we have
made and wrong things we have done.
T – is for Thanks – thinking of all the ways we can be thankful to
God every day.
S – is for Supplication – which simply means to ask God. Asking
God for help with all the problems and things that are needed in
life.
Bible Verse - Philippians 4: 6-7
Do not be anxious about anything instead pray about everything.
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Independence - We can probably all relate that sometimes allowing
children to attempt new tasks by themselves is more mess than
help, especially in the kitchen
. However, letting them have a go
teaches children independence, which is a vital skill that they will
need as they grow and become adults. Teaching children to take
responsibility for their own belongings, their commitments, and
importantly, their choices and behaviours, from a young age is so
helpful. No matter how big or small they are, allowing your children
to show their independence is beneficial and an opportunity for you
to encourage them, boost them up, and empower them to know
their capabilities.

Valuing faith, friendships, and family while
focusing on relationships, responsibility and results

From the Principal
“Thank you” just doesn’t seem to have enough meaning to express the gratitude a mum
deserves - but what else can we say? It’s a hard job, but rewarding for sure. Mums are
sometimes awake before everyone else, responsible for endless tasks, and often not
appreciated enough for the time, love, and effort they put into everything that they
do. We pray you all enjoy your special day.
This weekend, as we celebrate Mother’s Day, we have a precious opportunity to
honour those people who have played, or continue to play, the role of nurturer in our
lives. We all have a special someone in our lives who encouraged us, helped fulfil our
hopes and dreams, and taught us about the joy and wonder life can hold. Mother’s Day is
our opportunity to say, “Thank you, and God bless you, for all that you have done in my life.”
Bible Verse:
Proverbs 31:28 “Her children rise up and call her blessed.
Prayer:
Dear God, on this Mother’s Day, we pray for our mothers. Please bless them with
patience, wisdom, love and understanding. Strengthen our mothers when they are
down and give them hope when they are discouraged. Most of all, Lord, on this
Mother’s Day, help us to show our mothers how special they are and how much we
love them. Amen

School Reminders and Information
Mother’s Day Stall Tomorrow - Year 6 students will be holding a Mother’s Day Stall this year to raise money for
their Cairns Camp. A lovely selection of gifts has been ordered, ranging in price from $1 - $10. This stall will be
open tomorrow Thursday, the 5th, and Friday, the 6th of May, from 8:00am-9:00am.
If you would like your child to purchase a gift from the Mother’s Day Stall, please send them to school with coins
or a $5 or $10 note only, to avoid lost change. Bus students will have an opportunity to go to the stall on
Thursday, the 5th of May, at Morning Tea Play Time. A time will be scheduled for students in the younger grades
(Prep – Year 2) on Thursday to attend the Mother’s Day Stall with their classroom Teacher.

Prep Vision Screeners - Good vision is important for a child’s educational, physical
and social development. Vision screening checks for common eye conditions that
may impact your child’s ability to see which then impact their learning and
development. The Primary School Nurse Health Readiness Program will be
screening St John’s Prep students commencing on Monday, the 30th of May,
2022. This is a Queensland Government service that offers Free Vision Screening to
all children enrolled in Prep. If your child is in Prep and you would like their vision
screened, you will need to complete a consent form.
Please click on the following link to access the Online Consent Form and Parent Information Letter:
https://visionscreening.health.qld.gov.au/ParentalConsent/20041X7f. Alternatively, you can scan the QR
code. Please note: The consent form link will close on Sunday, 15 May 2022.
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NAPLAN Year 3, 5, 7 & 9 Tests
We wish our Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students well with NAPLAN testing next week. We are doing NAPLAN online
again. Year 3 Writing tests will still be on paper, but all other tests will be online. Students have completed
practice tests and know what to expect. These tests have been spread out over 2 weeks and gives everyone a
little more room to breathe.
NAPLAN tests the sorts of skills that are essential for every child to progress through school and life, such as
reading, writing, spelling, grammar and numeracy. It is important to remember that NAPLAN is not about passing
or failing, but about assessing learning progress. At the classroom level, it is one of a number of important tools
used by teachers to measure student progress. As parents, you can assist your students by making sure that
they have had plenty of sleep and a healthy breakfast before coming to school, so that they are alert and able to
concentrate. Having a water bottle to take into class is also helpful. If your child is sick on one of the days on
which NAPLAN is scheduled, we do have Catch up sessions scheduled where they can complete their tests.
Monday
Tuesday (Day 1) Wednesday (Day 2) Thursday (Day 3) Friday (Day 4)
Week 1
09/05
10/05
11/05
12/05
13/05

Test session 1

Preparation day

Test session 2

Preparation day

Test session 3

Preparation day

Week 2

Test session 1

3 Writing
5 Writing
7 Reading
9 Reading

Monday (Day 5)
16/05
3 Conventions of
Language (CoL)
5 CoL
7 CoL
9 CoL

Tuesday (Day 6)
17/05
3 Numeracy
5 Numeracy
7 Numeracy
9 Numeracy

Catch up

Catch up

3 Reading
5 Reading
7 Writing
9 Writing

Catch up

Catch up

Catch up

Wednesday (Day 7)
18/05

Thursday (Day 8)
19/05

Friday (Day 9)
20/05

Test session 2
Test session 3

P&F News
Welcome back to our school families for Term 2. We would like to invite you to
attend our next P&F Meeting in person on Monday, the 16th of May for a 6pm start.
We’d love to see some new faces at our meetings as we aim to support our school
community. If anyone is interested, we could arrange a Zoom link if you can’t attend
in person; send us an email if you’d like this option. If you would like to find out
more about our P&F Association or would like to contribute in some way, please
feel free to contact us via email sjlspf@gmail.com and we will be happy to help.
Where: St John’s Office Building
* Minutes from the previous meeting can be found on the St. John’s website, under
the News tab.
Travel Assistance - Non-State School
If you have not signed a SPA agreement with St John’s and your family purchases tickets for the bus each week
for Nanango, Wondai and Murgon, from the 1st to the 31st of May, you can apply for assistance for your ticket
expenses for Semester 1 (Jan - June). More information for you to claim back your ticket purchases is available
at www.schooltransport.com.au
If you signed a SPA agreement previously, no further forms are required to be filled out or claimed from the NonState School Bus Assistance, if you receive an email and you are a SPA family, please forward it to Tracey
Williams, twil@sjls.qld.edu.au
Students with Disabilities Travel Assistance - Non-State School
STUDENTS WHO ARE VERIFIED - Has your child been verified by the support teachers? These students can
also apply for student travel assistance. (Bus and Car Applicable). If you have any questions, please contact
Tracey Williams in the office. More information for you to claim back your travel is available at
www.schooltransport.com.au
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Music Notes
Eisteddfod - Congratulations to everyone involved in the Eisteddfod this year, we had fantastic results by all our
groups. A special thanks to Mr Sharp. Senior Concert Band and Junior Concert Band both achieved 1st Place
and our Primary Ensemble achieved 2nd Place. I would like to especially acknowledge all students who
participated in the Bands Competition. Their behaviour was exceptional on the day, they presented themselves
with pride and played very well.
Mrs BP

NO Music next week - Mr Sharp will be on Long Service Leave next week, so there will be no Band or
Instrumental Music lessons. Lessons will resume on Monday, the 16th of May. The Thursday group will then
move back to the Monday. A new timetable for this group will go home next week for students involved.
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Guest Speaker - Dr Justin Coulson (Date Claimer)
Dr Justin Coulson is the co-host and parenting expert on Channel 9's Parental Guidance, the founder of the
Happy Families website, and one of Australia’s most trusted parenting experts.
Over the past decade, Justin Coulson has helped innumerable families with his six books about raising children,
and hundreds of media appearances. He will be talking with students (Year 5-10) regarding the topic ‘Wellbeing
for Kids’, focussing on positive strategies to develop resilience. He will also be presenting a session with staff
after school and a parent session at 6pm. We are so blessed to have such a high-calibre speaker attending our
school and encourage parents to come along to this worthwhile session. This is a community event so all are
welcome – please tell other families in the community who may like to attend. Thank you to our P&F for
supporting this Community Event. Please click on the following link to download an introductory video:
Dr Justin Coulson Introductory Video
Parent/Community Session
Date: Monday, the 9th of May
Time: 6pm
Topic: 3 Secrets to a Happier Family
Venue: School Hall
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Primary Snippets
The amazing and entertaining children’s author, Steve Herrick, visited St
John’s last week to talk to some of our students (in both Primary and
High School) about his love of books and all things poetry. Steve has
visited St John’s in previous years and, as usual, he was enthusiastic and
interactive, and the students got a lot out of his performance. Steve’s
recital of his poems covered a wide variety of topics such as: dogs at the
dinner table, how much junk food a 5-year-old can eat at a football
match, and a personal favourite – 10 things your teacher will NEVER say
to you! Thank you to those teachers for being good sports and playing
along, and to Mrs Tunstall for hosting Steve, the library looked great!

Secondary Snippets
Year 7A started their Textiles unit today. They are exploring the usage of
different textiles and how to work with them. Today they were using
macramè to make keyrings. Great mixture of colours and ideas with beads.
Wait to see what we do next.
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Dates to Remember

May 2022
Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

Sun

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Labour Day
Holiday

Junior
Devotion
Year 4-6
8:50am
Year 1-3
10:05am

Playgroup in
Hall 9am

9

10

11

15

16

Junior
Devotion
Year 4-6
8:50am
Year 1-3
10:05am

Playgroup in
Hall 9am

Senior
Devotion
Year 7-9
8:50am

12

13
Senior
Devotion
Year 7-9
8:50am

Guest
Speaker –
Justin
Coulson
6pm

Community Notices
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