School Newsletter – 20th April 2022
Live – Pray – Love

In our Prayers this week:
Doodson Family - Jesse Yr 6
Dowers Family - Taylor Yr 6, Isaac Yr 4
Draper Family - Emily Yr 5, Harrison Yr 3
Eagleson Family - William Yr 6, Ellie Yr 5,
Isaac Yr 3
Ellem Family - Tayen Yr 4
Elliott Family - Charlotte Yr 4, James Yr 1
Elliott Family - Emily Yr 3, Jade Prep
Elliott Family - Nicole Yr 6
English Family - Charlotte Yr 4, Tommy Yr 2

This week, as we approach Anzac Day, we remember those who
have fought and died for our country and our freedom – and we
remember their bravery. At this time, everyone in our nation is
being asked to be brave as well - to step bravely into the many
challenges that are facing our world.
As we take time to reflect on ANZAC Day this week, let each of us
strive to follow the example of bravery that has been modelled for
us by our soldiers - valuing the sanctity of every individual’s life as
we strive for peace in our country and in our world.
Jesus lived a life of service, and he also made the ultimate
sacrifice on our behalf, freeing us from the power of sin and giving
us the chance of a right relationship with God.

Sunday Worship Services:
St John’s Church (36 Markwell Street,
Kingaroy) - 9:30 am

St John’s Lutheran School
Ph: 07 4162 3988
Fax: 07 4162 4255
PO Box 506
84-94 Ivy Street
Kingaroy Qld 4610
E-mail: office@sjls.qld.edu.au

Weekly Wellbeing
Welcome back, everyone, I hope you had a fantastic holiday and
found many reasons to smile and be thankful. With a new term
starting, sometimes the pressure builds about how much our kids
are achieving and how quickly they are progressing.
The quote below is a great reminder that each student is on their
own journey and we all have our time to shine. We encourage
each of you to praise the efforts your child is putting in and
encourage them to always try their best.

From the Principal
I hope all of our families enjoyed some family time over the Easter break. We pray that
Easter was restful and a time to reflect on the resurrected Lord.
We know that Covid has disrupted plans for many people, and we unfortunately
anticipate that this may continue for a few more weeks. As we did before the
holidays, we will continue to monitor students for symptoms and call caregivers
as required. We do know that we will continue to have some staff members and
students away either due to being unwell or in isolation, and we will continue to
modify and negotiate with families regarding school tasks, etc. We are grateful
that our open and positive communication with families allows this to happen on a
daily basis.
Term 2 was in full swing from yesterday with many events happening this term. Yesterday, our Year 10 students
began their Careers Week. We welcome staff member, Mr Stephen Huth onsite, to conduct SET Plans and also
assist with a blend of informative and fun sessions. Mr Huth has been working remotely this year to assist with
the smooth transition into senior studies and his knowledge of the systems and various pathways available to
students is immense. There will be a lot of information for the students to take away this week and we hope they
find this week interesting.
Our Year 7, 8 and 9 students headed off early this morning to their annual camps to Coolum and Koojarewon for
a three-day camp. We pray these camps provide a time of fun and fellowship.
This term also includes Eisteddfod, NAPLAN, Kingaroy Show, Reader’s Cup, Athletics, and more. Of course,
the number of long weekends at the start of this term means it is Week 4 before we have a full five-day week!
Quite the term!
We hope as many students as possible will join us for ANZAC Day marches in Kingaroy and Wondai. Please
find information on the next page regarding this. This Friday, we will have a full Primary Assembly at 9am to
commemorate ANZAC Day. We will prepare the students during this week as to what Anzac Day is about and
the importance of demonstrating our gratitude for our servicemen and women and what they have done for us
all.
Staffing Update - We welcome some new staff and returning staff back to St John’s this term.
We welcome Mrs Heather Hirsch who has been doing some relief for us in Term 1 and will continue doing
internal relief and extra Literacy and Numeracy support across the early years. Ms Hannah Chambers will be the
new Learning Coach working across Year 4. Mrs Mandy Gormley will be working in Year 7 classes in Maths, PE
and Science. Mrs Liane Tessmann is returning from Long Service Leave and will work in a number of classes
this term, resuming her role to support students.
We are extremely blessed to have a number of Learning Coaches who are also undertaking study in Education,
and a few of these are on their ‘pracs’ at other schools over the coming weeks. We wish Ms Hill, Mrs Dunkin,
Miss Gogerly and Miss McDonald all the best for their pracs. Over this time, we have relief staff who will step
into the classes to ensure consistency and support for all of our students.
Have a great week!

School Reminders and Information
School Day Reminders - Supervision commences each day at school at 8am. We ask that students come and
sit in the hall until teachers have finished their before-school meetings. At 8:30am, teachers will collect their
students from this area and move to their classrooms. This gives the students 15 minutes to unpack their school
bags and prepare for the school day, which commences at 8:45am. Reminder: If your child arrives after 8:45am,
please come into the school office to sign them in. Student pick-up in the undercover area at the hall is from
2:55pm, and supervision in this area will finish at 3:15pm.
Weekly Devotion Times - Every Monday at 8:50am, we hold Junior School Devotion for students in Year 4-6.
Students from Prep-Year 3 commence at 10:15am. On Friday mornings at 8:50am, students in Years 7-10
gather for Senior School Devotion. The weekly devotion times are a time of reflection and worship.
Tuckshop News - The Winter Tuckshop Menu commences today, the 20th of April. Orders can be made online
at flexischools.com.au or new order forms are available in the office. Please do not use order forms from last
term.
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School Reminders and Information (Cont.)
Public Holiday - Next Monday, the 25th of April, is a public holiday for Anzac Day. We hope that you enjoy the
long weekend. School resumes on Tuesday, the 26th of April.
Music Notes - Due to the three Monday public holidays this term and upcoming Eisteddfod performance,
Instrumental Music lesson groups will look a little different during the next few weeks. A text will be sent today if
your child has band and a lesson tomorrow, the 21st of April. A timetable for Friday lessons has been emailed
home. For all other students a timetable will be sent home this week that will show the next two weeks’ lessons.
Book Club - Bookclub Issue 3 is due back to the office by Friday, the 29th of April.
Anzac Day March – Next Monday, the 25th of April, is Anzac Day, and St John’s School will be marching in the
parades at both Kingaroy and Wondai. Please see full details below:
KINGAROY –St John’s staff will be attending the Anzac Day parade. If children from school would like to
participate, please look for St John’s Staff, who will be co-ordinating this event. Students will need to wear their
formal school uniform – the uniform dress for the girls, the brown and gold shirt and brown shorts for the boys.
Secondary students are required to wear the secondary formal uniform. Students should also wear their school
hat, as they are in the sun for quite a while, by the time they wait beforehand and then march in the parade. We
will meet in front of the Kingaroy RSL Club (Kingaroy Street) at 10:30am for an 11:00am start. As we
arrive in Memorial Park, we will veer to the right and wait for parents to pick up their children from this area, as
soon as the march finishes, and before the Anzac Day ceremony commences. It is anticipated that the service
will commence at 11:15am.
WONDAI - If students from Wondai area wish to march in the Wondai Anzac Day Parade, please meet with Mrs
Jorgensen in front of the Wondai Post Office at 9:40am for a 10am start. Please wear your formal school
uniform and school hat as above.
We encourage parents to speak to their children regarding the significance of the Anzac Day march and the
importance of the children showing appropriate respect and solemnity while participating in this event.

Mother’s Day Stall - Year 6 students will be
holding a Mother’s Day Stall this year to raise
money for their Cairns Trip. A lovely selection of
gifts has been ordered, ranging in price from $1 $10. This stall will be open on Thursday, the 5th,
and Friday, the 6th of May, from 8:00am9:00am.
If you would like your child to purchase a gift from
the Mother’s Day Stall, please send them to
school with coins or a $5 or $10 note only, to
avoid lost change.
Bus students will have an opportunity to go to the
stall on Thursday, the 5th of May, at Morning Tea Play Time. A time will be scheduled for students in the
younger grades (Prep – Year 2) on Thursday to attend the Mother’s Day Stall with their classroom teacher.
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Guest Speaker - Dr Justin Coulson (Date Claimer)
Dr Justin Coulson is the co-host and parenting expert on Channel 9's Parental
Guidance, the founder of the Happy Families website, and one of Australia’s most
trusted parenting experts.
Over the past decade, Justin Coulson has helped innumerable families with his 6
books about raising children, and hundreds of media appearances. He will be
talking with students regarding the topic ‘Wellbeing for Kids’ focussing on positive
strategies to develop resilience. He will also be presenting a session with staff after
school and a parent session at 6pm. We are so blessed to have such a high-calibre
speaker attending our school and encourage parents to come along to this
worthwhile session. This is a community event so all are welcome. Thank you to
our P&F for supporting this Community Event.
Parent/Community Session
Date: Monday, the 9th of May
Time: 6pm
Topic: 3 Secrets to a Happier Family
Venue: School Hall

NAPLAN 2022
Just a reminder that students in year 3, 5,7 & 9 will be participating in NAPLAN tests this term. We have included
the schedule for your information.

Week 1

Monday
09/05

Test session 1

Tuesday (Day 1)
10/05

Wednesday (Day
2) 11/05

Thursday (Day 3)
12/05

Friday (Day 4)
13/05

Year 3 Writing
Year 5 Writing
Year 7 Reading
Year 9 Reading

Year 3 Reading
Year 5 Reading
Year 7 Writing
Year 9 Writing

Catch up

Catch up

Catch up

Wednesday (Day
7)
18/05

Thursday (Day 8)
19/05

Friday (Day 9)
20/05

Test session 2
Test session 3
Week 2

Test session 1

Monday (Day 5)
16/05

Tuesday (Day 6)
17/05

Year 3
Conventions of
Language (CoL)
Year 5 CoL
Year 7 CoL
Year 9 CoL

Year 3 Numeracy
Year 5 Numeracy
Year 7 Numeracy
Year 9 Numeracy

Catch up

Catch up

Test session 2
Test session 3

P&F News
Welcome back to our school families for Term 2. We would like to invite you to attend our next P&F Meeting in
person on Monday, the 16th of May for a 6pm start. We’d love to see some new faces at our meetings as we
aim to support our school community. If anyone is interested, we could arrange a Zoom link if you can’t attend in
person, send us an email if you’d like this option. If you would like to find out more about our P&F Association or
would like to contribute in some way, please feel free to contact us via email sjlspf@gmail.com and we will be
happy to hear from you.
Where: St John’s Office Building
* Minutes from the previous meeting can be found on the St. John’s website, under the News tab.
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Primary Snippets
Some excited Year 5 and 6 students are participating in the
annual Reader’s Cup Challenge. Their task is to read five
books by the end of this term. They will then meet with other
students throughout the district to answer questions about the
books. The books cover a variety of genres and this year even
a graphic novel has been included. So far, the girls are 2 books
down with 3 left to finish. Thank you to Mrs T for helping the
students with this challenge. Happy reading!

Dates to Remember

April/May 2021
Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

Sun

25

26

27

28

29

30

1

Anzac Day
Holiday

Junior
Devotion
Year 4-6
8:50am
Year 1-3
10:15am

Playgroup in
Hall 9am

8:45am
Senior
School
Devotion

Kingaroy
Show
Weekend

6

7

2

3

4

Labour Day
Holiday

Junior
Devotion
Year 4-6
8:50am
Year 1-3
10:15am

Playgroup in
Hall 9am

5

8

5

Community Notices
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