School Newsletter – 16th March 2022
Live – Pray – Love
We endeavour to follow Jesus’ example in our lives, draw strength
from His Word, and use our gifts and talents to build up a caring
Christian community here at St John’s school. As we install our
staff and student leaders this week, as a team, we have both the
privilege and the responsibility to lead and serve in our community.
Colossians 3 : 12-14

In our Prayers this week:
Burgess Family – Tom Yr4, Ella Yr2
Burrows Family – Juliet Yr3, Justin Yr3
Bywater Family – Lincoln Yr4
Cameron Family – Toby Yr7, Taliyah Yr5,
Trayden Yr2
Carsburg Family – Jaxson Yr2
Champney Family – William Yr6
Christoffel Family – Karlos Yr5
Christensen Family – Anna-Maree Yr8,
Jesika Yr3

God loves you and has chosen you as his own special people. So
be gentle, kind, humble, meek, and patient. Put up with each other,
and forgive anyone who does you wrong, just as Christ has
forgiven you. Love is more important than anything else. It is what
ties everything completely together.

Weekly Wellbeing

Sunday Worship Services:
St John’s Church (36 Markwell Street,
Kingaroy) - 9:30 am

St John’s Lutheran School
Ph: 07 4162 3988
Fax: 07 4162 4255
PO Box 506
84-94 Ivy Street
Kingaroy Qld 4610
E-mail: office@sjls.qld.edu.au

Next week is National Wellbeing Check-in
week. With this in mind, I thought it would be a
good time to look at some little random acts of
kindness that we could do to for each other to
lift our spirits.
Is there someone that you could check in on
this week - a friend, or your neighbour? With a simple gesture, you
can start to make a positive change to someone’s day. Random
acts of kindness can be:
checking in with a loved one
making time to catch up with a friend
giving someone an unexpected compliment
a special treat on a work colleague’s desk
instead of sending a text, making time to phone your friend
and have a chat.
Why not try one of these and see how much it can change
someone’s day?
Trevenna Jorgensen – Wellbeing Officer

Valuing faith, friendships, and family while
focusing on relationships, responsibility and results

From the Principal
Late last week, I travelled to Brisbane for meetings with Principals of Lutheran
Schools in Queensland. There are 26 Lutheran schools throughout Queensland
and each school varies in student population and context. It is always interesting
and valuable to spend time together to discuss and share the uniqueness of
each school. I am very grateful that, as a group, over the last two years, we
have strengthened our networking, (thanks to Zoom), and our collegiality, so
that we can, at any time, contact each other with questions or queries.
It was also confrontational and upsetting at times to see the devastation that had
occurred in many areas of Brisbane. It makes us very thankful for the rain that we
have had without the widespread destruction. Yes, we still have had our own tragic
stories, roads washed away, etc., but by and large, we are blessed to live where we do. The many stories of
volunteers and assistance given freely will be long remembered. It reminds me of the saying ‘What would Jesus
do?’ This saying was very popular many years ago and we are continually reminded that Jesus would have
shown care and compassion to all who are hurting.
Teachers are looking forward to sharing each child’s learning journey with parents at the upcoming ParentTeacher interviews. A reminder that these interviews are compulsory and are an opportunity to work together in
partnership. The Teachers will share where your child is up to presently, areas of success, and areas to revise
and consolidate. Teachers are also very aware that the term has been shorter than usual, COVID and isolation
have impacted many families, and floods and washed away bridges/roads have at times made travel to school
unsafe. We are working together as a team to support each student where they are at. If there is anything else
we need to know to understand your child better so we can support them in the classroom, the interviews are a
good time to share that information.
Compulsory Parent-Teacher Interviews – Interviews are available in time slots of 15 mins and will be with
your child’s teacher. For secondary students, please make interviews with the subject teachers you wish to
discuss your child’s progress with. Interviews will be held on Tuesday, the 29th of March, from 3.15pm – 5pm,
and Friday, the 1st of April, 8am – 3pm. If you need assistance in making your parent teacher interviews, please
don’t hesitate to contact the admin staff. Please click on the link below or scan the QR code to book your
interview.

Primary Compulsory School Interviews

Primary QR Code

Secondary Compulsory School Interviews

Secondary QR Code

Please note, if you wish to make an interview with secondary teacher, Mrs Felicity Jorgensen, her interviews will
take place on Monday afternoon, the 28th of March, from 3.15pm to 5pm. Also, Mrs Danielle Gusthart and Mrs
Naomi Littley-Upton will be having their parent-teacher interviews on Tuesday afternoon only. If you need to
organise a different time, please email these teachers directly.

2

P&F News
The 2022 Bookarama was a big success. A huge thank you to all those who volunteered their time in the lead up
to the event, during the sale and for packing up. The truck loaned to us from Kingaroy Joinery was very helpful.
Thanks also to anyone who donated books and other items.
We’ll let you know the amount raised in the next few weeks. We look forward to holding Bookarama again in
2023 and will start accepting donations of books, etc. from October.

School Event – Information
Student Leaders Installation – On Monday, we were able to have our first Primary Devotion this term and have
our Installation Service for Staff and Students. Congratulations again to our Primary Leaders for 2022.
Secondary Student Leaders Installation service is on this Friday, the 18th of March. The parents of the
announced captains are invited to attend. Parents invitations were emailed home earlier this week.
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St J h ’ Pr p Op D y – Wednesday, the 23rd of March – If your child’s birth date falls between the 1st of
July, 2017 and the 30th of June, 2018, your child is eligible to start Prep in 2023. We would love to see you at
our Prep Open Day next Wednesday, the 23rd of March. Please encourage friends and family to come to our
Open Day. Our Principal, Karyn, and other school leaders will be running a series of information-packed tours at
designated times throughout the day. Places are limited and bookings are essential, so please let us know if you
plan to attend. You can reserve your place by phoning the office on 4162 3988. Enrolment forms will be
available on the day or can be emailed to you. Please contact our registrar, Tracey Williams, at the school office
or by email twil@sjls.qld.edu.au.
A reminder that enrolment forms for Prep need to be submitted even if your child has siblings already at school
or enrolled at St John’s Kindy.

School Reminders and Information
Supervision Before and After School - For many years, we have offered before-school supervision from
8:15am onwards. Last year, we employed staff from 8am each morning for supervision at the hall. We are
finding that some children are being dropped at the hall earlier than 8am. This does become a Duty of Care
issue. Parents are asked to sign on the ‘Beginning of the Year’ form that they understand that if children are
brought to school before formal supervision begins, they are to wait in the office. Teachers are in the staffroom
from 8:15am until 8:25am for morning devotions and briefings. We would appreciate families assisting us by not
dropping children off too early. While we appreciate that some parents may need to get to work early, please
bring your children to school as close to 8:25am as possible. If you need to get to work early and need care
before 8am, you may need to organise outside of school arrangements.
Likewise, if you are picking your children up after 3:15pm your child may be brought to the office by duty staff. All
students who are getting picked up by parents who are able to utilise the Drop and Go area should proceed to
that area. We are finding some children are going to the hall and then to the office straight after. Similarly, if your
work hours mean that you don’t finish work (on a regular basis) until 3:30pm, you may need to access suitable
after-school arrangements. The office is not a suitable area for students to be waiting for extended periods of
time, as it is a busy area that needs to be accessed by parents for various enquiries. We thank you for working
with us to ensure that all students are cared for safely with adequate supervision within the hours of 8am to
3:15pm.
Music News - A reminder that there will be NO band or instrumental lessons next week as Mr Sharp is on Long
Service Leave. Class music lessons will continue for the week with other staff covering these.
Tuckshop News – On Friday’s Tuckshop Menu, we are now offering a Vegetarian Burger. Orders can be made
through www.flexischools.com.au or paper orders are available from the school office. Due to flooding and rail
transport conditions, there are significant shortages of milk supplies. Many milk products are temporarily
unavailable, but we will do our best to supply an alternate dairy product (refrigerated, UHT, gluten-free Tetrapack option). This shortage will continue for the remainder of this term.
NAPLAN - Students in Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be participating in NAPLAN tests in Term Two. A parent
information brochure is attached to the newsletter email.
Scholastic Book Club – Book Club Issue 2 orders are due back to the office by this Friday, the 18th of March.
Orders can be made through the LOOP platform or the paper copy with correct money can be handed in to the
school office.
School Fees - School Fee Statements have been posted out for Term One. Fees are due for payment by this
Friday, the 18th of March, and can be paid at the school office by cash, cheque or EFTPOS. Another option is
to pay your full year’s fees in total by the 31st of March to receive a 5% discount on your tuition fees.
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Inter-House Cross Country and Fun Run
Our annual Inter-house Cross Country is being held on Monday, the 28th of March. Students are encouraged
to participate to the best of their ability, completing as many laps as they can in the time allowed. Students can
choose to run or walk this event. Points will be given to the sports houses for places and for completing
laps. Students can wear their house shirts, put on face paint, dye their hair, or wear something crazy to show
support for their sports houses! We ask that sprays or dyes are not brought to school.
Time
9:00am
9:25am
9:50am
10:15am
10:35am
11:15am
11:30am
11:50pm
12:10pm
12:25pm
12:45pm

Age - years
Distance
13/14/15/16/17
3km
12
3km
11
3km
10
2km
Morning tea
Prep Fun Run
9
2km
8
1km
7
1km
6 (Yr 1 only)
Fun Run
Lunch

South Burnett School Sport
We had students participate in several Under 12 South Burnett sporting trials last week - AFL, Netball, Rugby
League, Soccer and Tennis.
Congratulations to the following students for making the South Burnett teams in:
Netball Under 11 and 12: Lily Seng, Taliyah Cameron, Ruby Francis, Bree Renouf-Dowdle and Lindsay Venn
Rugby League Under 11 and 12: Layne Warhurst, William Champney, Mason Fuller-Sandys, Prestin
Simpkins, Hudson Murphy, Liam Goodrich and Dane Harrison.
Soccer Under 12: Laylah Bradshaw, Rosie Russell and Flint Knight.
AFL Under 12: Flint Knight, Rosie Russell, Mason Fuller-Sandys and Hudson Murphy
Tennis Under 12: Jandre Boonzaaier
They will be competing at the Wide Bay trials in the coming weeks. Well done!
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Primary Snippets
Year 4K class devotions this term have had a focus on prayer to match our 2022 school theme ‘Live, Learn,
Pray’. They have thought about the different colours of the rainbow and all the amazing things God has made in
those colours. Year 4K students wrote things they are thankful for onto coloured paper and then constructed a
rainbow. When they look at their Rainbow Prayers, they’re reminded of all the colourful things God has given us
and what they are thankful for.

We were privileged to have a visit from Stig Wemyss last week. Stig is the narrator of audio books for children
and young adults. He is best known for the audio narrations of Andy Griffiths books. Stig is also a well-known
actor on TV and stage and in films. Students from Years 3 to 7 enjoyed his entertaining and hilarious
performance. He promotes reading as well as listening to audio, because you can’t be a narrator if you can’t
read. Mrs T’s famous visitors’ wall in the library was also signed by Stig. A massive thank-you to Judy Nickless
of South Burnett Libraries and Councillor Danita Potter for offering us this great opportunity. We know the
students had a fabulous time, as they talked about it for the rest of the week!
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Secondary Snippets
Secondary Student Engagement Report: Keep an eye out for your child’s student engagement report next
week which will be distributed via email as a PDF attachment. This report is a quick guide for you and your child
regarding their behaviour, application, and organisation in the various subjects for the term. It gives an overall
indication of how your child is setting themselves up for academic success this year. If a specific subject teacher
has concerns about your child’s Term One progress, they will indicate that an interview is requested.
Year 10 students investigating rate changes in chemical reactions

Year 8 students building sandcastles to test the strength of various sand & water ratios.
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Dates to Remember

March 2022
M

21

Tu

22

W

23

Thur

24

St John’s
Playgroup
9 – 10.45am

8.45am Junior
School
Devotion

Fr

S t

Su

25

26

27

8.45 Senior
School
Devotion

Worship
Service St
John’s
Lutheran
Church
9.30am

Pr p Op
D y

Year 8
Excursion

28

29

30

31

1

2

8.45am Junior
School
Devotion

Parent
Teacher
Interviews
3.15pm –
5pm

St John’s
Playgroup
9 – 10.45am

Last Day of
Term One

Pupil Free
Day

School
Holidays
Commence.

Inter-House
Cross Country
and Fun Run

Parent
Teacher
Interviews
8am – 3pm
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School
Resumes
Tuesday 19th
April

Community Notices
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