School Newsletter – 9th February 2022
Live – Pray - Love

In our Prayers this week:
Adams Family – Damian, Prep
Aitken Family – Joshua Yr7
Ali Family – Abbas Yr7, Zain Yr8
Allen Family – Eva Yr3
Alvarez-Gumaran – Jared Yr4
Andersen Family – Declan Yr4, Sean Yr6,
Zoe Yr 4
Appeldorn Family – Freya Yr6, Michael Yr2
Magisana Family – Cienna Yr8, Taleah Yr9

Study hard… rest hard… exercise hard… but keep it balanced.
This week as we return to school, we have an opportunity to set
goals and timetables for the term ahead. One thing we would like
to encourage for our students is work/life balance. Every day, we
have the opportunity to make sensible and strong choices in all
areas of our life. What we eat, how much we study, our extracurricular activities, and even how much we sleep!
Having good balance in our life requires us to make good choices
even when it may be difficult. Turning off technology and devices,
for example, to get a good night’s sleep, takes strength and selfcontrol.
This week, we encourage students to think about starting the
school year with careful thought. To be strong and sensible and to
work hard at making good choices. God can help us make good
decisions if we ask Him, by allowing His wisdom to guide us.
Bible Verse: Romans 12:2
Don’t be like the people of this world, but let God change the way
you think. Then you will know how to be sensible and do
everything good and pleasing to God.

Sunday Worship Services:
St John’s Church (36 Markwell Street,
Kingaroy)
9:30 am - Family Service

St John’s Lutheran School
Ph: 07 4162 3988
Fax: 07 4162 4255
PO Box 506
84-94 Ivy Street
Kingaroy Qld 4610
E-mail: office@sjls.qld.edu.au

New Staff
We welcome new staff to St John’s this year. We are thrilled that
they have taken up positions in our school community this year.
New staff are Danielle Gusthart, Ninu Johny, Julie Behm, Luke
Norris, Kirsten Canniford, Bridget McDonald, and Kathleen Gogerly.

Valuing faith, friendships, and family while
focusing on relationships, responsibility and results

From the Principal
What a wonderful week we have had so far! It was with great excitement and
anticipation (and a few nerves) that we were all looking forward to the first day of
school for 2022. I know the teachers have been working in their classrooms the
last two weeks have really missed the chatter and interactions and especially
seeing so many smiling faces in their rooms. Schools are just not the same
without students! It has been a pleasure to be able to see children in their classes
over the last two days; meeting their teachers, finding out about the expectations
in the classrooms and learning about the topics they will study throughout the
term. I know many teachers are also intentional about checking in with children
and ensuring they feel safe and comfortable as they transition back to school. For
our many, many new students and preppies, I send a special welcome to you all.
Monday was an exciting day in the secondary sector also, as we welcomed our first Year 10 class! This will be the first
year of expansion as we move towards offering Year 12 by 2024. It has been very encouraging to see so many new
enrolments across secondary. So many new faces! We hope that you will all find your way around before too long!
Our staff are very excited to support your learning journey.
The delayed start to the year has created a few new procedures for us to put in place. Yesterday, we notified our
lower years families (Prep, Year 1 and 2) about meeting their children in the grassed area between the admin building
and hall. We will trial this as a way of encouraging adults to socially distance and to give more area for everyone to
spread out. Teachers will bring the students across towards the hall and they can go straight to parents and carers
from here. The large double gates will be open for parents to access. We really appreciate everyone understanding
the new ‘rules’ regarding walking students up to the classrooms in the mornings. It is a very unusual way for us to start
the day too, and we are all trying our best to support the children to start the day as positively as they can. I would
also like to remind all Secondary students to bring and wear their masks whilst at school.
I wish to reassure parents that our COVID-safe protocols are all in place. It is going to be a time of some ups and
downs in terms of students or families who are unwell or isolating. Be assured that teachers are fully prepared and will
work with students, so they have access to key concepts and don’t miss out on key learning. When there are positive
COVID cases, we will be following health advice and alerting families to stay vigilant for symptoms in their own
children. If your child does return a positive test overnight, please inform the office. We will then inform parents and
carers in that class to keep an eye on their children. As always, if your child is unwell at any time, it is best to keep
them at home to rest. As Qld Health are continually updating the information and regulations, it is always best to refer
to their site for your own personal circumstances regarding isolation, testing, etc. If a child presents with symptoms
while at school, we will call parents to pick them up. A RAT test will be offered to you to administer at home. RAT
tests have now been supplied to the school for these circumstances. We are grateful for the government for providing
a supply of RATs for students (or staff) who are unwell while they are here at school.
Kind regards,
Karyn

COVID19 Safe Plan
Admin staff are constantly accessing the latest information to ensure that return to school will be as safe as
possible.
The following health measures are in place to keep our school safe:
•
•
•
•
•

Students and staff who are unwell must not be at school
Physical distancing is in place for adults
Regular handwashing is encouraged
Increased cleaning after each break, including toilets and high touch areas such as taps, railings, bin lids
etc. within the school
Ensuring there is cross-ventilation in classrooms – fresh air fans installed in most classrooms to assist
with air conditioning.

Mask wearing expectations as taken from Department of Education Back to School Guidelines:
Students in Year 3-6 are encouraged to bring and wear masks and to wear them when physical distancing is not
possible. All high school students, including those who are under 12 years of age, must wear a mask unless they
are seated or able to maintain a 1.5m distance from others.

2

Weekly Wellbeing
Worry is one of those emotions that we all experience from time to
time. In recent times, it would be completely understandable if you
felt more anxious than usual. Learning how to deal with worry and
how to gain self-control over it is so important for our mental and
physical health. Making some simple changes in your everyday life
can help you let go of the worries that could overwhelm you. Make
time each day for yourself; to self-reflect, have a chat with a friend
about what is worrying you, stop thinking about what can go wrong
and start thinking about how things could go right. Take a rest so
that you can reset your mind, body, and soul. Each day, write down
3 positives for that day and 3 things that you are looking forward to
for the next day, and remember, go easy on yourself. We are all in
this boat together.
Trevenna Jorgensen – Wellbeing Officer

School Event – Information
Year 6 - Cairns Trip Information Night
On Monday, the 14th of March, at 6pm, there will be a Parent Information Evening to discuss details of the Reef and
Rainforest Camp, with Pam Walsh from EducaTours Australia.

School Reminders and Information
Contact Information Form & Information Forms - If you haven’t returned the green database form that were
sent home last year, please return them to the school office as soon as possible. Other back-to-school forms
were sent out by email this year. Please complete these by clicking on the following link, if you have not already
done so:
Back to School Forms
Database Form
Parent Cleaning – At this stage, the Parent Cleaning Roster will not be running, as we follow Government
guidelines regarding the limiting of visitors on school sites until the 4th of March. This will be reviewed after that
date, when we receive updated guidelines.
School Immunisation Program - The first round of the standard Year 7 immunisation program will be held on
Thursday, the 17th of February. Forms were sent home on Monday, the 7th of February, and need to be
returned to the school office as soon as possible. These need to be returned whether you opt to be vaccinated
or not. This is the regular clinic that is held every year and includes HPV, Diphtheria, Tetanus, and Pertussis.
Tuckshop - Tuckshop commenced this week for all children. The menu is very similar to that for Term 4 last year
and can be ordered online only. Parents can register using any computer or mobile device, by going to
www.flexischools.com.au
TUCKSHOP ORDERING via FLEXISCHOOLS - *FLEXISCHOOLS CUT OFF TIME IS: 9:00am*
REGISTRATION IS EASY AND FREE!
Weekly Devotions
At this stage, devotions on Monday and Fridays in the school hall will not be running.
School Day Reminders
Due to the current restrictions, we wish to highlight a few changes to our ‘usual’ routines.
Morning Drop Off:
Parents are requested not to bring your children into the hall. Please say farewell outside in the undercover area.
We appreciate everyone’s assistance with this request. We have staff on duty at the hall each morning who will
help your child find their year level meeting area inside the hall. The class teachers will come and pick up their
students by 8:30am. Only Prep and Year 1 parents are allowed on site to take their Prep or Year 1 child to the
classroom. If you need to see teachers in higher year levels, it is best to write a message in your child’s diary or
send an email. Reminder: If your child arrives after 8:45am, please send them into the school office to sign them
in, where they will also receive a late pass.
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Afternoon pick up:
Student pick-up in the undercover area at the hall will be available from 2:55pm, and supervision in this area will
finish at 3:15pm. To assist parents and give more room to enable social distancing, we ask parents of Prep,
Year 1 and Year 2 students to wait on the grass area between the hall and admin building where their class
markers will be place. As the children come from their classes, they can meet you here. Older siblings can also
meet you in this area. We will have the double gates open to give better access for families going in and out of
the school grounds. Parents who are waiting at the hall, please continue to social distance and use masks.
We also encourage you to utilise the ‘drop and go’ area as children get used to routines. This will also alleviate
the congestion on school grounds. Thank you for your patience and understanding and we hope that these
arrangements will assist to keep everyone safe.
Second-Hand Uniform Sales
As a service to the school community, St John’s Lutheran School will accept second-hand uniforms from parents
for resale in the School Uniform Shop under the following terms and conditions.
• It is expected that items left at the Uniform Shop will be clean and in reasonable condition.
• All items left for resale must be clearly and securely labelled by the seller with their name and what size
the item is. The co-ordinator will then price the items for you.
• Second-hand items not sold within a reasonable period of time will be discounted at the Uniform Shop
Co-ordinator’s discretion, to move stock.
• Once items have been for sale for 12 months, the Uniform Co-ordinator may dispose of unsold items by
donating the clothing to needy families or to community charity organisations.
• The Business Manager will require your bank account details so that money made from your secondhand uniform sales can be deposited into your bank account.
Uniform Requirements
Please ensure that uniforms, especially hats and jackets, are clearly labelled. If they are not labelled and we
cannot return them to their owners or they are not picked up from the lost property buckets, they will be re-sold
through the school uniform shop. If items are purchased second-hand from the uniform shop, please remember
to re-name them with the correct name so that they do not get returned to their previous owner.

Music Notes
Senior Band rehearsals will commence next Monday the 14th of February, at 8am sharp. Please make sure you
allow enough time for your child to set up their equipment prior to start time. Please use our school car park only
for dropping of your student, they can then make their way up via the school hall. No students are to be dropped
off up the side driveway of our school.

P&F News
P&F Meeting - Welcome to our School Families for 2022. We would like to invite you to attend our first P&F Meeting
on Monday, the 14th of February, at 6pm. This will be an online meeting that will be accessible by Zoom, please see
information below.

Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 742 7191 2586
Passcode: P31zEw
We hold one meeting per term and would love to see some new faces, as we aim to support our school community. If
you would like to find out more about our P&F Association, have suggestions, or would like to contribute in some way,
please feel free to contact us via email sjlspf@gmail.com and we will be happy to hear from you.
* Minutes from the previous meetings can be found on the St. John’s website, under the News tab.
Bookarama - The P&F's major fundraiser is the "Bookarama" - a large second-hand book sale which we are hoping to
hold on the 12th and13th of March, COVID permitting. We are looking for book donations up until the end of
February. There is a donation bin outside the school hall near the end of the car park. We also welcome volunteers to
help sort and price books, on Sundays between 1 and 3pm over the next few weeks. Come to the book shed in the
South Burnett Enterprise Centre, next to the Lions shed, off Cornish St, Kingaroy. We will also need lots of helpers on
set up day (Friday, 11th of March) and during the sale Saturday 12th and Sun 13th of March, including pack up on
Sunday afternoon. Please email your contact details to sjlspf@gmail.com. You can also send us a message from the
St John’s Lutheran School P&F Facebook page or follow that page for updates.
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School Swimming Program
Students in Years 5 and 6 and all Secondary students will have swimming lessons in Term 1, whilst students
from Prep-Year 4 will have lessons in Term 4. Notes for students in Years 5-10 will be coming home this week.
Students in Years 5 will have lessons on the following Wednesdays – 16th and 23rd of February and the 2nd
and 9th of March. Students in Years 6 will have lessons on the following Tuesdays – 22nd of February and the
1st, 8th, 15th of March. Students in Year 7 - 10 will begin swimming lessons next week during their HPE lessons
– Year 7 on Monday, Year 8 and 9 on Wednesday and Year 10 on Friday. These will run for four weeks. Please
contact Mr Moseling if you need additional information gmos@sjls.qld.edu.au

Inter-House Swimming Carnival
The School Inter-House Swimming Carnival will be held next Tuesday, the 15th of February, at the Kingaroy
Swimming Pool. The carnival will commence at 9:20am sharp for all primary and secondary students who have
nominated, and conclude at approximately 12.00pm. There are no specific times for events, but a sequence of
events is displayed below. It will be a closed event, therefore there will be no parent spectators. Students not
swimming will remain at school. There will be no kick board or “have-a-go events”. Parents will need to give
permission for 9-year-olds to participate. These notes went home yesterday, Tuesday, the 8th of February.
Students should bring their morning tea and plenty of water. They also can purchase items at the canteen.
Please do not bring streamers, paper or balloons to the event, as the pieces can block up the pool filters. Please
contact Mr Moseling gmos@sjls.qld.edu.au if you require additional information.
Interhouse Swimming Carnival Program - 9.20am start
Freestyle 9 years to 17 years 50m and 25m events
Breaststroke 9 years to 17 years 50m and 25m events
Backstroke 9 years to 17 years 50m and 25m events
Butterfly 9 years to 17 years 50m and 25m events

Lunch Time Activities
Each term we offer a variety of different clubs at break time. This term, staff are offering a drumming club and a
construction club. If you have any empty boxes (e.g. cereal, biscuit boxes etc.) that children can use for their
creative projects, please bring them in a bag to school and drop them into the school office. This construction
club is for Years 1-3 initially.
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Primary Snippets
Although it wasn’t the usual way to start off the school year, there were still smiles all around! We particularly
noticed the resilience of Prep students who adapted so well to being part of the ‘big school.’ Thank you to
parents as well for making the first week of 2022 a success!
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Secondary Snippets
The Secondary Staff finally get the chance to welcome students to 2022! We welcome a
brand-new year level, Year 10, and all the new students and their families to our Secondary
precinct. It has been a complicated start to the year with students having an extended twoweek mandated break leading into a condensed Term 1.
For new families in the Secondary Precinct, I would like to introduce myself as Mark
Eisenmenger in the role of Junior Secondary Co-ordinator for this year. I look forward to
working with all students and keeping in touch with families throughout the year.
We also welcome new staff to the Secondary School including Mrs Ninu Johny, who will
be teaching Year 9 & 10 Maths, and Mrs Danielle Gusthart, who will be teaching Year 9
&10 English and HASS. Miss Littley-Upton returns to us this term teaching Drama and
HASS.
All Secondary Staff have been working hard over the past two weeks preparing the 2022 curriculum and have been
keen to get started. All Secondary Staff will be endeavouring to continue providing excellent support for your child on
their learning journey this year. I encourage you to contact myself or our staff if there is a concern or question about
anything in the precinct. Staff will keep students and parents updated with all the fun and exciting activities and events
of our year 7 to 10 cohort via the Secondary Snippets section of the newsletter and our St. John’s Secondary Notices
Google Classroom.
Students had a digital orientation leading into day one which allowed students to be able to get into their studies as
soon as possible. We gave some final words on Monday morning to students starting and got straight into the terms
work. I encourage students to communicate with their Teachers if they are struggling in any of their subjects, have any
computer issues so that they can be on track and give themselves the best chance for success this term.
Our elective program has skipped up a level from Year 8/9 to 9/10 this year allowing students the variety of subject
choices across four elective lines. Agriculture was very popular last year and will continue along with a couple of rebranded electives such as Sport & Recreation and STEM. The Year 7 cohort has grown above one class to be split
into 7A and 7B to cater for the larger cohort which shows solid growth after the announcement of the Secondary
school expansion. We hope students will again enjoy their chosen electives for semester one!
Uniform & Appearance: Students have been reminded about correct uniform in our first outdoor gathering, and the
importance of wearing the uniform with pride at school and in the wider community. The sports uniform may be worn
each day except Monday, which will be the Junior Secondary School formal uniform day. Students are always
encouraged to wear their uniform with pride and set an appropriate example for the younger students. Students must
be wearing the correct bucket hat or wide-brimmed hat: these are available from the uniform shop. Notes are required
from parents if the incorrect uniform is worn for any reason. I would like to also remind students that they are to be
making sure that hair is always up out of the face.
During the digital Orientation program students read and acknowledged the following documents: Code of Conduct,
Assessment Policy, and Appropriate Use of Technology Agreement. These documents will be signed by students as a
hardcopy and kept on file. Breeches of any of the above policy agreements this year will incur consequences for the
students through the school’s Relationships Management process.
Thank you, and I look forward to keeping you updated in Secondary Snippets of our weekly school newsletter.
Mark Eisenmenger (Secondary School Co-ordinator), e-mail: meis@sjls.qld.edu.au.

.
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Dates to Remember

February 2022
Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

Sun

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Year 7
Swimming

School
Interhouse
Swimming
Carnival

25

25

27

P&F Zoom
Meeting 6pm

21

22

Year 7
Vaccinations
1.15pm

23

24

p

Community Notices
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