School Newsletter – 8th December 2021

In our Prayers this week:
Junior Secondary Staff
Learning Support Team
Administration Staff
Grounds Staff
Tuckshop Ladies
Everyone in our school community to
have a blessed Christmas break.

Love in Action

Sunday Worship Services:
St John’s Lutheran Church
Youngman Street 9.30am
Christmas Eve Service – 7pm
Christmas Day Service – 9:30am
Please join us in the St John’s
Lutheran Church. We wish all our
school families a blessed Christmas
and look forward to seeing you there.

Without doubt, Christmas is a fantastic time! The promise of peace
and goodwill, and a growing sense of excitement and expectation,
makes this time of year very special. For Christians, it is also a
time to remember the birth of Christ, our Saviour. A time for giving
and a time for forgiving. The birth of Jesus renews our hope in
realising God’s plan for each of us and reminds us of how much
God loves us. This year, we wish all our school families a blessed
Christmas, and hope you have lots of special times with family and
friends. Safe travels in the holidays and we look forward to seeing
you all back with us in the new year.

From the Principal
As we head into the holidays, I would like to wish everyone a blessed Christmas and a restful break. I wish to
thank our staff for the incredible job they do each and every day, and for their dedication to all of the children in
their care.
I would especially like to wish God’s blessings to staff who are leaving our community at the end of this year, as
they transition to new beginnings. In particular, I acknowledge these staff:
Mrs Trish Clegg who is heading into retirement and relocating from Kingaroy. Trish has been at St John’s for
about 13 years and has taught for Lutheran Education Qld for 32 years! What a contribution to so many students
over this time. We will truly miss you, Trish, and wish you and your family God’s blessings on your future
adventures.
Mr Mark Emslie has been working at St John’s for 8 years and we will certainly miss seeing his face in and
around the school. Mark has had many roles in his time here including before and after school supervision,
Learning Support, and classroom aide, Garden Club guru, and many other hats! We wish you the very best for
your retirement, Mr Emslie.
Mrs Chloe Rickard has been on staff this year and has worked in classes, and also as a secondary Learning
Support teacher. Chloe has also worked to develop Project Club for students, with fabulous results. Thanks, Mrs
Rickard, for all you have done this year and we wish you every blessing as you move down south.
Mrs Erin Gale has been working in various classes but, in particular, in 4P each Monday. Best wishes for your
family as you relocate to Bundy, Mrs Gale. We will miss you!
Mrs Felicity Jorgensen will be still in and around our school, but not on regular days, as she is returning to our
relief staff. We are very appreciative of everything you have brought to the Home Ec. and Visual Arts classes
from Year 5 to 9.
Mrs Kath Stevens who has completed her Bachelor of Education and has accepted her first teaching contract
with EQ. Kath’s local knowledge and contact list have been extensive. We are certain you will be a blessing to
your new school community.
Staffing 2022 - Together with the many new enrolments and the news regarding mandated vaccinations for all
staff, we are yet to confirm our staff for 2022. Parents will be notified regarding staffing prior to school
commencing in 2022. I wish to reassure parents that we are continually monitoring class numbers and staffing.
Thank you for your understanding and patience.
Staff Welcome - We are blessed to be able to welcome new staff who are joining our community in various
roles next year. We welcome two new teachers to our secondary school in ‘22. Mrs Danielle Gusthart is joining
our secondary staff in the Humanities Department and Mrs Ninu Johnny in the Secondary Maths department.
Also, Ms Julie Behms, an experienced teacher, is moving from Brisbane to join our primary team next year. We
are thrilled to have these teachers joining us.
Thank you also to our parents, and talented students for another incredible year at St John’s! For the students,
who work so hard to achieve their best, to the parents, for their support in so many ways, to our P&F members
and School Council members. You all deserve a huge thank you!
Normally at this time of year, we congratulate our graduating Year 9 class. It is very exciting to move into the
new chapter of being able to offer Year 10 in 2022, and many of our students are staying with us. We wish all
students who are leaving our school community to go to new schools or new towns the very best in this time of
change. Your foundations have been built here at St John’s and we wish for you that these values can continue
to be a solid base for you going forward.
I wish each our current families, and the many new families joining us next year, a truly wonderful break, and
may the blessings of Christmas be abundant. We are looking forward to a wonderful year in 2022!
Karyn Bjelke-Petersen
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Weekly Wellbeing
Happy holidays everyone! As the excitement builds for Christmas, we want to
highlight the importance of having a grateful heart. In this time of gift giving
and being with loved ones, counting our blessings is key.
It has been a wonderful year working with your children in Wellbeing. We
would like to wish everyone a very happy and safe holiday and every
blessing for the New Year. We look forward to another wonderful year ahead.
Bethany Kotzur and Trevenna Jorgensen
Date Claimers
8th December - Year 9 Dinner - 6pm
9th December - St John’s Got Talent Grand Final 9:30am
9th December - Closing School Devotion 1:15pm

Last Day Reminders
Last Day 2021 - A reminder that our last day of school for 2021 is tomorrow, the 9th of December. Friday the
10th of December is a clean-up day, for staff only.
Free Dress Day
The last day of school will be a Free Dress Day – come along tomorrow dressed in
something Christmassy!! Don’t forget a hat and sensible shoes.
Closing Devotion – There will be a closing devotion for students in Prep-Year 9 at 1:15PM.

Closing Devotion!
Students will be perform and join in singing Christmas songs after the closing
devotion 9th December at 1:15pm in the School Hall.
All Year 5-9 Instrumental Music students please remember to bring your instrument
on the last day of school this year.
Jingle Bell Rock
Frosty
Rock’n Around the Christmas Tree
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
Jingle Bells

School Reminders and Information
P&F News
Christmas Ham Update - Christmas Ham orders need to be
collected today, Wednesday 8th December, from 2pm to 4pm near
the school hall. If you have trouble collecting your ham during this
time, please message via the St John’s Lutheran School P&F
Facebook page or text 0418 847 067.
BOOKARAMA – Preparation for the 2022 Bookarama has started! The Bookarama (second-hand book sale)
will be held on the 12th -13th of March, 2022.
DONATE: Donations can be dropped off in the large bin near the far end of the school hall or near the checkouts
at Kingaroy IGA. There is also a donation bin at the Kingaroy Information Centre. If you have a large number of
books to donate, please message us via the P&F Facebook page or email sjlspf@gmail.com to arrange a time to
drop off at the book shed (off Cornish Street) or to arrange collection.
VOLUNTEER: Volunteers are wanted for book sorting and pricing. Booklovers are especially welcome! Use
Messenger to get in touch or email us if you can help. Committee members will open the book shed, in the Enterprise
Centre off Cornish Street in Kingaroy regularly during the school holidays, particularly on some Wednesdays or some
Sundays between about 1pm and 3pm. We will provide updates on the P&F Facebook page.
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Meet and Greet 2022
We would like to invite parents and caregivers for students in Year 1 to Year 6 to a ‘Meet the Teacher’
afternoon on Friday, the 21st of January, from 12:30pm - 2pm. This is an opportunity for students to see their
new classrooms, and meet their new teacher, as well as drop off their book packs. A school map with
classrooms, (as well as class and teacher allocations) will be available at the hall to assist you. Class lists will be
displayed at the hall from Friday, the 21st of January, at 12:30pm. Secondary students will participate in an
orientation week during the first week of school.

Security over the Holidays
If you live in the neighbourhood or nearby, and see any activity that is suspicious, could you please contact
Kingaroy Police 4160 4900 immediately. Thank you.
School Reports
Reports were sent home with individual students on Friday, the 4th of December.
St. John’s Got Talent
Congratulations to all the students that performed in the Auditions for St. John’s Got Talent. The following students
have made it through to the Grand Finals. The Grand Finals will be held this Thursday in the hall, starting at 9:30.
Students performing are to arrive at the hall at 9:00am and all other audience members need to arrive and be seated
by 9:15. Please see the list below:
Lincoln N – Solo Guitar
Giaan Z – Stand by Me
Lucy T – Warrior
Megan J and Ellie E – Backroad Nation
Gwen – Someone to You by Banners
Shooting Stars – Count on Me
Isolde N – Bright Eyes
Matilda F – Jealous of the Angels
Japanese Class – Doko ni sundeimasuka
Lilly R – Let it Go
Hannah G – This is Me
Lilly B – Never Enough
Charlie E and Emma T – Speak Life
Lucy B and Olivia M – Sparrows

ST. JOHN’S
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2022 Information Packs
All current families at St John’s should have received an email with their Student Information Packages for 2022.
Please click on the link and fill in the electronic forms and submit. All families will also have received an
envelope with your family database update form to be returned to the office, a 2022 magnetic calendar, and a
2021 Yearbook if you have ordered one. Please contact the office if you have not received these.

Uniform Shop and Book Shop Times
Please see the times for the Uniform and Bookshop for:
• the last week of school 2021
• the week before school starts 2022
Mon 8:00am – 12:00pm
Tue
8:00am – 12:00pm
6th - 9th December
Last Week of School
Wed 8:00am – 12:00pm
Monday - Thursday
Thu
8:00am – 3:00pm
Fri
Closed
Mon 8:00am – 2:00pm
Tue
8:00am – 1:30pm
17th - 21st January 2022
Week Before School Starts
Wed 8:00am – 1:30pm
Monday - Friday
Thu
8:00am – 1:30pm
Fri
11:30am – 3:00pm
Mon 8:00am – 11:00am
Tue
8:00am – 11:00am
First week of school
24th-28th January 2022
Wed Public Holiday
Thu
2:15pm – 3:15pm
Mon 8:00am – 9:15am
Term Time
Wed 8:00am – 9:15am
Thu
2:30pm – 3:15pm
Uniform App - During term time, parents can also use our School App to purchase uniforms, and items
purchased can be sent home with students.

Primary Snippets
Christmas craft is in full swing throughout the school as we wind down after another busy year. How amazing are
these Santa portraits completed by 3P? They look like they could have been completed by professional artists.

Year 3 Excursion - to see Clifford the Big Red Dog at the cinemas.
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Primary Snippets
Last week was the final week for project club – and it was huge!
After months of research and preparation, our ‘Community Development Consultants’ presented their ideas to
two members of the South Burnett Regional Council – Cr Kirstie Schumacher and Cr Danita Potter, as well as
an audience of parents. They had been challenged to develop ideas of how to engage youth more positively in
our community; proactive solutions which would curb issues such as graffiti, theft and loitering. The activities
presented by the students included construction of a Time Zone and VR gaming lounge, as well as an adventure
park which incorporates a major climbing wall, hamster wheel, escape room, high ropes course and graffiti wall.
In addition to this, students also advocated for a youth-only café. This would be run by a professional (adult)
chef, as well as a team of youth who would train in hospitality.
The students had thoroughly researched each option, enabling them to describe the safety requirements, costs
of development, specific fundraising and sponsorship opportunities and additional benefits. They had also
created a huge range of 3D models, informative Power Point slides, and even copies of a map, showing the
ideal location of each activity.
It has been amazing watching this team work together. They have truly taken a great deal of responsibility onto
themselves to complete this project. They conducted themselves professionally and oozed positivity as well as
enthusiasm throughout the entire process. Well done to our Community Development Consultants!
Our ‘artists’ also finished their work last week. They had interviewed a range of people from our community –
including artists, councillors, farmers, business owners, retail workers and photographers, at the start of the
project. They then used this information to create incredible artworks, to represent each person. Independently,
each artwork tells a story of that person’s connection to the South Burnett. Collectively, they allow us to see
connections between all of us – elements that tie us together as a community.
Our artists learnt about symbolism, visual balance as well as colour pencil techniques (in particular, layering for
colour depth). They were a lively bunch – excitedly sharing their ideas and experimenting with the new
techniques. They have created such beautiful works, that they should be very proud of!
Our ‘ecologists’ had explored habitat loss as a consequence of development, as well as the flora and fauna of
our local area. They used this information, as well as extensive research, to develop ideas for how to create
mini-habitats for particular local animals in our backyards. The students advocated for these during a community
presentation – a huge audience of parents, teachers, staff and several whole classes. They certainly went the
‘extra mile’ by creating a range of items for the audience to take away with them, to help remind them about the
important elements of the presentation. This included bookmarks, posters, booklets and goodie boxes. The
students also build both a bee hotel and a bird box, which was presented to the school to help increase habitats
in our own school grounds.
It has been amazing watching the passion of these students for our local wildlife grow over the course of this
project. Students conducted a lot of research, developed great ideas in their own time, and excitedly discussed
these in our sessions. Each session was energetic and highly productive. Their presentations were very
informative, engaging and professional. Great work, ecologists!
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Secondary Snippets
Agricultural Department - The year is ending for our Agriculture students; what a
great year we have had with chickens, a lamb and kids, not to mention the
productive vegetable gardens.
Looking toward next year, we are going to learn about and investigate hydroponics
and raising goats for Year 9 and 10. We are asking for your help; if you have any
of the items in the list below laying around and would like to donate them to the
Agriculture Department, we would be greatly appreciative of your donations.
Items needed:
1 or 2 litre plastic bottles
Foam boxes
PVC pipe any lengths or fittings
Polypipe any lengths or fittings
Timber fence posts
Steel Pickets
Timber pallets
Hay
Chicken water/feed dishes
Any donations may be dropped off to the school after the 18th of January 2022.
Thank you from the Agricultural Department
Amanda Roberts
Year 7 English - Year 7 students prepared short plays for Year 3-5 students to enjoy. The students modified
scripts and created backdrops and props. They had fun finding costumes to enhance their characters and we
heard some interesting accents. Well done, Year 7!
The Johnnies - Junior Secondary students have been producing and starring in short films. They had a lot of
fun and today we had a red-carpet affair with popcorn as The Johnnies were presented to outstanding
performances.
Best Soundtrack- Ashtin
Best Doco- Mia
Best Cinematography- Casey, Shanelle
Best Drama- Milla, Renae
Best Comedy- Abbie, Georgia
Best Indie Film- Zain Ali
The Eddie Murphy award- Charlie and Nica
Best Impersonation of Mr Mo and unintentional bottle flip- Christian, Jaymin
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Secondary Snippets (Cont.)
Year 7 & 8 students had a great day out in Toowoomba on Monday to celebrate the end of the year. We spent an
hour at the Kloud9ine trampoline park and then we went to Sunset Superbowl for lunch and tenpin bowling. The
students and staff had a wonderful day. Thank you to Mr Eisenmenger for organising this fun outing for us all.
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Dates to Remember

December 2021
Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

Sun

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Year 9
Dinner 6pm

St John’s
Got Talent
Grand Final
9:30am

Pupil Free
Day

Closing
School
Devotion
1:15pm

School
Resumes
Monday, the
24th of
January

Last Day
School

Community Notices
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