School Newsletter – 1st December 2021
Love in Action
As we draw to the close of our school year for 2021, our theme for
this year ‘Love in Action’ is still as pertinent as ever. Getting along
together is so important even when we are tired at the end of term,
in the car on a road trip going on holidays, or trying to wait patiently
for Christmas Day to arrive.

In our Prayers this week:
4K Staff - Naomi Kotzur, Alyssa Tones,
Mel Kratzmann
4P Staff - Robyn Paynter, Erin Gale
Trish Seng
5C Staff - Dominique Cusack,
Leigh Day
5N Staff - Sarah Norris, Trish Clegg
Mark Emslie
6L Staff - Adrian Landherr,
Rebecca Garlick
6W Staff - Suz Wilks, Victoria Dunkin,
Jess Wyles

When we recognise, respect and celebrate our differences and
idiosyncrasies, and take intentional steps to work things out
harmoniously, then we can get along as one this Christmas.
Jesus’ prayer for us is that we are united, and act in love, showing
others what God is really like. This Christmas, may each of us let
go of past hurts, live each day fully, and let tomorrow rest in God’s
hands.
May God’s peace and joy be a reality in your life!

Sunday Worship Services:
St John’s Lutheran Church
Youngman Street 9.30 am
All Welcome

St John’s Lutheran School
Ph: 07 4162 3988
Fax: 07 4162 4255
PO Box 506
84-94 Ivy Street
Kingaroy Qld 4610
E-mail: office@sjls.qld.edu.au

Free Dress Day – Thursday 9th December
The last day of school will be a Free Dress Day – come along
dressed in something Christmassy!! Don’t forget a hat and
sensible shoes.

From the Principal
It was an absolute pleasure to be part of last night’s Celebration of Learning for Year 5
to 9. It is always special to be able to acknowledge student achievements throughout
the year in the classroom and outside of the classroom. It was unfortunate that some
students and families (and staff) were unable to attend due to the inclement weather
and flooded causeways. We will present these certificates to students at the closing
devotion next Thursday.
Thank you to the many, many parents who attended the Showcase of Learning opportunities in the Prep to Year
4 classrooms. Unfortunately, I was away in Brisbane for a conference, but have heard wonderful reports of the
children showing their learnings with their families. We hope to continue offering Showcase opportunities
throughout 2022, as a way to build partnerships between home and school.
We hope you can join us for the closing devotion and some carol singing on Thursday, the 9th of December at
1:15pm.
Progress Reports - We are endeavouring to send home Progress Reports for our students by the end of this
week. It is so very hard to believe that we are heading towards the end of another year of learning and growth.
Learning is a journey for all of us, including children. It is important to see a progress report as part of that
learning journey. Our teachers have worked incredibly hard this year and have taken considerable time to
provide a written report on your child’s progress. It is a wonderful opportunity to share each child’s journey.
Learning can be difficult for some children, and for some children, learning comes far more easily. Some years,
children make incredible gains in their learning, and in other years, it may appear that the gains are not so
evident. Please reflect on this report as part of the whole learning journey, and my prayer is that you see this
progress as part of your child’s growth, and an opportunity to celebrate their uniqueness and their God-given
gifts.
Staffing 2022 - At this stage, we anticipate that we will be able to announce 2022 staffing in next week’s
newsletter.
Lollies and Christmas - It is that time of the year when children start writing Christmas cards to their friends
and, quite often, they like to include small chocolates, lollipops or candy canes inside. So I am asking parents to
encourage children to simply give cards to each other to minimise the amount of sugar that is handed out. Each
year, the staff try to supervise this and ask children to take the lollies home. The sugar included in these lollies
mean that we have children on ‘sugar highs’, and we certainly don’t want to send them home in a heightened
state either. If children write a message in the cards to their friends, encouraging or displaying kindness, I am
sure this will have a more positive outcome for all. Thank you for supporting each other by assisting in this
request.
Last Day 2021 - A reminder that our last day of school for 2021 is next Thursday, the 9th of December. Friday
the 10th of December is a clean-up day, for staff only.
Closing Devotion – Next Thursday, the 9th of December, there will be a closing devotion for students in PrepYear 9 at 1:15PM. Just a reminder that speeches and voting for house captain positions will occur in Term 1,
2022.
Karyn Bjelke-Petersen

Closing Devotion!
CHRISTMAS SONGS after the End of Year Devotion.
Students will be performing these songs after the closing
devotion 9th December at 1:15pm in the School Hall.
All Year 5-9 Instrumental Music students please remember to bring your
instrument on the last day of school this year.
Jingle Bell Rock
Frosty
Rock’n Around the Christmas Tree
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
Jingle Bells
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2022 Information Packs
All current families at St John’s will receive an email with their Student Information Packages for 2022. Please
click on the link and fill in the electronic forms and submit. You will also receive an envelope with your family
database update form to be returned to the office, a 2022 magnetic calendar, and a 2021 Yearbook if you have
ordered one.
All new families starting at St John’s in 2022, will receive an envelope with the Back-to-School Information. If you
have any questions, please call into the school office.
Included in the email sent to current families and the envelopes sent out to new families are:
• Welcome letter
• Back to School Information 2022
• School Information Booklet
• Back to School forms
Exercise Books and Textbooks - Available in the Uniform Shop from next Monday, the 6th December
Prep - Year 6 Students
Textbooks (e.g. Maths and English), are to be purchased from the Uniform/Bookshop.
Exercise Books packs are provided by the school at no additional cost and can be collected from the
Uniform/Bookshop as you purchase your Textbooks. Exercise Books should be named and covered according
to each class’s instructions, ready for the first day of school.
Years 7,8,9 & 10 Students
Text Books - Students use e-textbooks, which are paid for with Term 1 fees. Extra items (e.g scientific
calculator) can be purchased from the Uniform/Bookshop
Exercise Books are provided by the school at no additional cost and will be given out on the first day of school.
Chromebooks – Year 7 – Chromebooks will be distributed in the 1st week to all Year 7 students
Year 8-10 BYOD (Bring your on device). Each student going into Year 8 in
2022 will need to have a device of their own. If you would like further
information please contact Tracey Williams in the school office.
twil@sjls.qld.edu.au
Stationery Items such as pens, pencils, rubber, ruler, crayons, and most art and craft materials, are included as
part of the school fees. These supplies will be in th student’s desk or room on their first day of school next year.

Uniform Shop and Book Shop Times
Please see the times for the Uniform and Bookshop for:
• the last week of school 2021
• the week before school starts 2022
Mon 8:00am – 12:00pm
Tue
8:00am – 12:00pm
6th - 9th December
Last Week of School
Wed 8:00am – 12:00pm
Monday - Thursday
Thu
8:00am – 3:00pm
Fri
Closed
Mon 8:00am – 2:00pm
Tue
8:00am – 1:30pm
17th - 21st January 2022
Week Before School Starts
Wed 8:00am – 1:30pm
Monday - Friday
Thu
8:00am – 1:30pm
Fri
11:30am – 3:00pm
Mon 8:00am – 11:00am
Tue
8:00am – 11:00am
First week of school
24th-28th January 2022
Wed Public Holiday
Thu
2:15pm-3:30pm
Mon 8:00am – 9:15am
Term Time
Wed 8:00am – 9:15am
Thu
2:30pm – 3:30pm
Uniform App - During term time, parents can also use our School App to purchase uniforms, and items
purchased can be sent home with students.
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Weekly Wellbeing
Mindfulness
Mindfulness is a term that we are hearing more and more – but some may wonder what it is and how we
practise it?
Mindfulness is the quality or state of being conscious or aware of something. Put simply, it is the act of
slowing down and observing what is happening around us. Mindful moments can be incorporated into daily tasks
that we do without thinking or when we pray. We simply change the part where we ‘do it without thinking’ and
instead, we pay attention. Cooking dinner is a great example, we might chop, stir and cook the ingredients, all
while calling out to the kids about doing homework and having their showers. Instead, we can observe and pay
attention to the task at hand. How does the dinner smell, maybe it triggers a memory of something? How does
the ground beneath our feet feel, are our legs weary from the day? What can we hear around us, are the
children busy playing, or can you hear the dinner sizzling? This is mindfulness.
Paying attention is a simple thing but we forget about it when our lives become so busy. The benefit of practising
mindful moments is that it brings us to the present moment, and when we are in the present moment, there is no
worry for the future or thought of the past. All that we focus on is now. I encourage you to incorporate small
mindful moments throughout your day and see how it feels.
Bethany Kotzur

School Reminders and Information
Date Claimers
3rd December - Year 6 Life Service - 5:30pm
8th December - Year 9 Dinner - 6pm
9th December - St John’s Got Talent Grand Final 9:30am
9th December - Closing School Devotion 1:15pm
Fun Friday– Tuckshop – Friday, 3rd of December
Friday, the 3rd of December, there will be a special menu with a few fun treats to celebrate the end of term
approaching. Orders must be received by 9:30am, Thursday, the 2nd of December. No late orders will be
accepted. Orders are available on the Flexischools website at www.flexischools.com.au (preferred option) or
a paper order form is available from the school office. You may need to swipe sideways to see the Fun Friday
menu.

School Fees
School fees are now overdue for payment. If you have fees outstanding, please finalise your account now or
contact our Business Manager, Teresa Lucas.
Families who have a payment plan organised and payments are in place can continue as per your plan.
P&F News
Christmas Ham Update - Christmas Ham collection has been postponed until next Wednesday 8th December,
from 2pm to 4pm near the school office. If you have trouble collecting your ham during this time, please
message via the St John’s Lutheran School P&F Facebook page or text 0418 847 067.
Bookarama – Preparation for the 2022 Bookarama has started! The Bookarama (second-hand book sale) will
be held on the 12th -13th of March, 2022.
DONATE: Donations can be dropped off in the large bin near the far end of the school hall or near the checkouts
at Kingaroy IGA. There is also a donation bin at the Kingaroy Information Centre. If you have a large number of
books to donate, please message us via the P&F Facebook page or email sjlspf@gmail.com to arrange a time to
drop off at the book shed (off Cornish Street) or to arrange collection.
VOLUNTEER: Volunteers are wanted for book sorting and pricing. Booklovers are especially welcome! Use
Messenger to get in touch or email us if you can help. Committee members will open the book shed, in the
Enterprise Centre off Cornish Street in Kingaroy regularly during the school holidays, particularly on some
Wednesdays or some Sundays between about 1pm and 3pm. We will provide updates on the P&F Facebook
page.
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Grow Together - Please find below the Term 4 edition of Grow Together for our school families.
Grow Together, is a newsletter and resource that has wonderful ways to connect with your children, and
together as a family. Please click on the link below:

Grow Together Newsletter - 4 - 2020
Library News - A reminder that borrowing from the library has now finished
for the year - even though we have lessons this week - and that all library
books need to be returned this week. If you cannot find your library books,
please let Mrs T know and please keep looking! Student are encouraged to
bring a book from home to use as a desk book for the last couple of weeks.
Thank you.
We have had some great fun in the library this year. We have read loads of stories, done lots of fun activities
related to the stories and borrowed lots of books. Children in Years Prep to 6 will bring home their Library Folder
with some of the work we have done this year after their lesson this week.
Students should keep reading (for at least 10 minutes a day) over the school holidays, to set themselves up for a
great start to the new school year. It will keep their brains active and develop overall reading skills and their love
of reading. Reading can be books, magazines, street signs, packets at the supermarket and so on.
Happy holiday reading to you all.

Tracey Tunstall

Camping Program in 2022 - This year, due to border closures, our Year 6 students travelled to Cairns for a
fabulous Rainforest and Reef Tour, instead of our usual Canberra trip. Planning for 2022 camps is underway,
and as we continue to live in uncertain times with COVID19, our priority as a school is always the health and
safety of our students and staff. Due to ongoing lockdowns and state border closures, the school has made the
decision to continue with the Cairns trip for 2022. We are negotiating with our tour company, EducaTours of
Australia, for an alternative trip for secondary camps in the future. We are in the early investigation stages of a
snow skiing/Canberra trip for Year 10 & 11 students in 2023. Our current camping program will continue in 2022
to the same venues for Years 3-5. Dates will be published in our Back to School Information Booklet.

School Event – Information

ST. JOHN’S

St John’s Got Talent – St. John’s Got Talent will be back this year. Auditions
will be held on Monday, the 6th, and Tuesday, the 7th of December, and the
Grand Finals will be held at the hall on Thursday, the 9th of December, commencing at
9:30am. A copy of the audition timetable is attached to this newsletter.

Year 4 Camp Currimundi
Well, it didn’t start out very promising with heavy rain over night and a wet trip down on the bus. However,
despite it raining intensely during the nights at Currimundi, the days were mostly fine and all activities went
ahead, to the excitement of the students. Rock climbing was very popular, where everyone experienced
personal successes. Bodyboarding was fantastic fun for all, and the water was a very enjoyable temperature!
Fishing was a highlight, with three lucky fish being returned to the lake and lots of children enjoying pumping for
yabbies. Amazingly, all the rafts floated, and students mastered some new techniques with ropes. Without a
doubt, the pool parties in the evenings were a favourite, where Currimundi saw how to dance “St John’s Style”!
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Celebration of Learning Evening
Last night, at our ‘Celebration of Learning Evening – Celebrating Student Achievement’, we had the opportunity
to congratulate many students on their achievements in 2021. It was a wonderful evening, and we thank these
students for all of their efforts. Not everyone can receive an award and we would like to congratulate all the
students of St John’s who have continued to work hard at being their best and who continue to build on the
‘Seven C’s’ that are a core part of our school’s framework.

* Christ * Co-operation * Communication * Courtesy
* Consideration * Care * Christian Leadership
We would like to thank our many guests who presented awards. Congratulations to all the award recipients and
to all students for their hard work in 2021.

School Leaders For 2022
Congratulations to all the Year 5 and Year 8 students who participated in the leadership process and delivered
speeches to the school community over the last couple of weeks. Well done! The leaders for 2022 were
announced last night at the Celebration of Learning and Awards Ceremony, and are as follows:
Senior School Captains: Briar Steinhardt,
Mia Shailer

Junior School Captains: Flint Knight, Charlotte Fechner
Junior School Vice-Captains: Jayce Walters, Amelia Phillips

Congratulations to all our School Leaders for 2022
Huston Ford Junior Citizenship Award
Congratulations to: Emma Jaeger

Dundas Senior Citizenship Award
Congratulations to: Shanelle Zischke
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Caltex All-Rounder Award

Helen Folker Christian Living Award

Congratulations to: Briar Steinhardt

Congratulations to: Kate Gadischke

Deb Frecklington Achievement Award

David Littleproud All-Rounder Award

Congratulations to: Casey Springhall

Congratulations to: Isabella Eisenmenger

Subway Junior Sports Award

Subway
Junior Sports
Award
Subway
Senior Sports Award
Congratulations
to the
following students who
received:
Congratulations to: Matty Reddacliff
Isabella Eisenmenger

Congratulations to: Noah Birch
Milla Brown, Abbie Renouf-Dowdle
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Instrumentalist of the Year

Most Improved Instrumentalist Award

Congratulations to: Amelia Lonsdale

Congratulations to: Amelia Phillips

Vocalist Award

Art Acquisition Award

Congratulations to Charlotte Fechner

Congratulations to: Charisse Dizon

:

Junior Dux - Congratulations to: Eden Foreman

Senior Dux - Congratulations to: Charisse Dizon

Staff Service to Lutheran Education Awards
Lutheran Education Qld presented the following awards to staff at the Presentation Evening.
10 years of service award – Teresa Lucas, Ashley Dalton, Deb Kerr, Karen Soley, Danielle Albinger,
Tracey-Lee Brown, Victoria Dunkin

Congratulations and thank you for your service
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Primary Snippets
“A little bit of effort on our part can change another child’s whole future!”
This was the comment from a 9-year-old boy in our classroom as we talked about our recycling roster.
Throughout 2021, the Year 4 students have been collecting and sorting the drinks containers around the school.
It’s not a pleasant job some days, especially if the container hasn’t been emptied and the remaining flavoured
milk has not responded favourably to the heat! But it’s a job that needs to be done, if we are going to help kids
on the other side of the world. That’s our plan.
We’ve heard about Kakuma Refugee Camp and struggled to imagine the reality of living in such a place. Our
teacher has told us about The GRACE Project (Giving Refugee children A Chance with Education), and with
some extra influences from environmentally conscious students, we have set out to collect the empty drink
containers and return them to Containers for Change.
So here we are almost at the end of the year. With 20 students in our class, we can celebrate that 20 refugee
students will now have a chance with education, thanks to our lunchtime collection. $520 - that’s 5200 empty
containers!
But wait, there’s more…
With our containers money, we have also sent $420 to Samaritan’s Purse to assist in the delivery of our
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. Yes, that’s another 4200 empty containers! We’ve just heard that the
shoeboxes that we packed back in Term 3 are now on their way to Cambodia, Fiji, Madagascar, Papua New
Guinea and Solomon Islands. More children in these countries will be blessed!
Helping someone else – thinking of others – it’s definitely worth it!
What a great job, Year 4!
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Showcase of Learning
Prep-Year 4 parents were very keen to spend some quality time in their child’s classrooms over the last week. St
John’s held their first ‘Showcase of Learning’. During this time, students shared their recent learning, read
poems, performed musical items, and created fantastic Christmas craft. Year 4 parents were also able to listen
to the Junior Band play. Thank -you to those parents who came to participate. We hope you enjoyed the
afternoon as much as the students did!

Secondary Snippets
Transition Day
We hope that students enjoyed their transition session in Junior Secondary yesterday. The Year 8 Leadership
Team did a fantastic job of running a multitude of activities throughout the day, and providing a sausage sizzle
for lunch. We hope you enjoyed your visit and look forward to you joining the Junior Secondary School next
year.
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Dates to Remember

November/December 2021
Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

Sun

29

30

1

2

3

4

5

11

12

Playgroup in
Hall 9am

8:45am
Senior
School
Devotion
Year 7-9
Year 6 LIFE
Service

6

7

8

9

Year 9
Dinner 6pm

St John’s
Got Talent
Grand Final
9:30am

10
Pupil Free
Day

Closing
School
Devotion
1:15pm
Last Day
School
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Community Notices
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