
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Newsletter – 20th October 2021

 
 

 

 

 
 

In our Prayers this week: 
Twang Family - Nyaon Yr 7, Chambel Yr 5,  

                         Nyadak Yr 2 

Vanohr-Lapthorn Family - Matthew Yr 6,  
                                          Rachael Yr 2 
van Schyndel Family - Ollie Yr 2, Eliza Prep   

Venn Family - Lindsey Yr 5  

Viljoen Family - Jani Yr 3, Altus Yr 2 

Wait Family - Joshua Yr 5, Benjamin Yr 3 

Walmsley Family - Cooper Yr 3, Elliott Yr 1 

Walters Family - Jayce Yr 5 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
St John’s Lutheran Church 

Youngman Street 9.30 am 

All Welcome 

 

 
St John’s Lutheran School 
Ph:  07 4162 3988 
Fax: 07 4162 4255 
PO Box 506  
84-94 Ivy Street  
Kingaroy Qld 4610 
E-mail: office@sjls.qld.edu.au 

 

 

Love in Action 
This week as we continue to explore the 7C’s, we look at the 

guideline of co-operation. This is really just looking at how we get 

along with those who are around us. Here at St John’s, we are all 

in this together. We work in class together, we eat together, we 

play together, and we work out problems together. All of this takes 

co-operation, where we make a choice to think not only about 

ourselves but what is good for everyone else around us. It means 

respecting others, listening to them, sharing and taking turns, and 

giving everyone a go. We can achieve much more when we work 

together instead of going it alone. 

Bible Verse - Ephesians 4, 1-4 

As a follower of Jesus, I beg you to live in a way that is pleasing to 

God. Always be humble and gentle. Patiently get along with each 

other and love each other. Try your best to let God’s spirit keep 

your hearts united. Do this by co-operating and living at peace with 

each other.  
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From the Principal 
If you keep up to date with our Facebook page you will see that there are many events taking place within our 

school community every week. Schools are busy places, and this term is no different. Thank you to all of our 

staff and parent volunteers who willingly volunteer their time on afternoons and weekends to offer extra 

experiences for our students. The recent Bridge Award journeys, football comps and after school sporting 

program are all examples of these additional offerings during Term 4.  

We have an increasing number of students who are arriving late to school. While we understand that on 

occasions children have appointments or there have been unfortunate early events (flat tyres etc), regularly 

missing the initial part of the day can impact on the student’s ability to settle in for the day. Quite often the 

teachers share what the class is doing for the day, if there are any changes to activities, or any updated news. 

As a Lutheran School, our mornings are usually when the class come together for a devotional time. This time of 

quiet, reflection and prayer is an important way to begin our school day together. Please assist your child to 

develop good routines, enabling them to be on time and participate in beginning of the day routines.   

A reminder regarding Mobile devices. This policy is under review at present as this is such a rapidly changing 

area and I am in the process of updating this policy to include all mobile devices (including Apple watches etc). 

Our current policy states that student mobile devices are to be checked in each day at the office. Secondary 

students are allowed to keep their devices on them or in their bags on the proviso that they are not used during 

school. If they are used in an unacceptable manner or during school hours they will be confiscated, and parents 

will be requested to pick them up. Some students are concerned regarding the safety of their phone if it is left in 

their bag. Since we have begun our secondary journey, we have never had a phone that has been ‘stolen’. They 

have at times been misplaced - but not stolen. We work with our secondary students in particular to teach them 

responsible use - and part of this is to use devices at appropriate times. Students are definitely not allowed to 

use their devices for any recording of any type (audio or visual). This is a breach of privacy and devices will be 

sent to the office for parents to collect. If parents need to contact their student during the day for change of after 

school arrangements, then please call or email the office as we have a very effective communication system to 

get messages to students.  

The warm change of weather has indeed hit us quickly which doesn’t help children’s fatigue levels! Please 

ensure your children have a second water bottle as the temperatures are expected to increase.  

Karyn Bjelke-Petersen 

Weekly Wellbeing 
Random Acts of Kindness - It’s easy at this time of year to become overwhelmed with the busy times and 

forget to check in with each other. Random acts of kindness or service are great ways to encourage others to 

keep going and get through the end of year rush. What if we all had a focus of spreading kindness and allowing 

it to ripple through our community? Imagine the positive impact we could make and the difference there would 

be. Here is a short video that explains some of the science behind kindness, 

https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/kindness-videos/18-the-science-of-kindness.  

I encourage you all to do a random act of kindness for someone you care about or a stranger that might need a 

bit of sunshine in their day. Notice what a difference it can make to others and yourself.  

Here’s some ideas of act of kindness that you could try: 

https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/kindness-ideas.  

Have a happy and kind week everyone            Bethany Kotzur 
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School Reminders and Information  
Play Break and Eating Trial - Thank you to our students and staff for trialling the change in the order of eating 

and playing over the last three weeks.  We have gained valuable feedback from students, teachers and parents 

about the pros and cons of ‘flipping’ our existing model. The trial will finish at the end of this week (22nd of 

October) and eating first before playing will resume on Monday, the 25th October. We have appreciated 

everybody’s flexibility. A special thank you also goes out to our wonderful tuckshop staff! 

2022 Planning - Families Leaving Reminder - As we continue into Term 4, I would like to remind parents that 

if they have plans to leave our school community at the end of the year, a notice in writing is required by 

Wednesday, the 27th of October, except if work transfers are announced after this time. Otherwise, a half term’s 

fees will be due in lieu of notice. Staffing for 2022 is based on the numbers of students in each class. Letters 

should be handed in to the Registrar, Mrs Williams, or emailed to twil@sjls.qld.edu.au  
 

Non-State School Travel Assistance 

Travel Assistance - Non-State School - If you have not signed a SPA agreement with St John’s and your 

family purchases tickets for the bus each week for Nanango, Wondai and Murgon, from the 1st to 31st October, 

you can apply for assistance for your ticket expenses for Semester 2 (July - December).  More information for 

you to claim back your ticket purchases is available at www.schooltransport.com.au  

If you have signed a SPA agreement, no further forms are required to be filled out or claimed from the Non-State 

School Bus Assistance Scheme. If you receive an email and you are a SPA family, please forward it to Mrs 

Williams twil@sjls.qld.edu.au. 
 

Students with Disabilities Travel Assistance - Non-State School - STUDENTS WHO ARE VERIFIED -     

Has your child been verified by the support teachers? These students can also apply for student travel 

assistance. (Bus and Car Applicable). If you have any questions, please contact Mrs Williams in the office.  More 

information for you to claim back your travel is available at www.schooltransport.com.au  

1. Check your eligibility for either: 
Bus or Ferry Assistance OR   Students With Disability 

2. Make a note in your calendar to apply each May 1st-31st (for travel January to June) and October 1st-
31st (for travel July to December) 

3. Pay for transport throughout the semester 
4. Keep your public transport receipts 
5.  Apply 
6. They calculate how much they can pay you 
7. You are paid by the end of August/January after you apply 

School Event – Information  
St John’s Musical Showcase  

Yesterday the Year 3 classes became a captive audience for the St John’s 

band musical showcase. Year 3’s learnt about the ins and outs of the band and 

the music program ahead of their invitation to become involved next year. They 

listened to the ‘Bunyip Blues’ as well as a piece called ‘Fluteattude’ (a tribute to 

Mr Sharp’s dedicated fluteists.)  The Junior band has even given themselves a 

name ‘The Cows That Go Moo.’  

Mr Sharp also gave Year 3 students an up-close and personal look at the 

various instruments in the band. Thank you for the entertaining morning, Mr 

Sharp and students!  
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Bridge Award Level 1 and 2 Adventurous Journey 

What a great bunch of students! Thirteen of our Bridge 1 and 2 students hiked from school to the top of Mt 

Wooroolin on Thursday afternoon last week, completing an 8km hike.  On Friday, five Bridge 2 students walked 

from school to the Memerambi park covering 14kms and 22km over the two days.  A massive effort from them. 

All the students completed the walk and worked very well as a team. 

Students need to have their books completed and returned to Mr Moseling by the end of Week 5 if they would 

like their certificates by the end of the year.  If you have any questions about the Bridge Award or qualifying 

activities, please contact Mr Moseling. 
 

 

P&F AGM 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING THE P&F?  We are seeking committee members for the upcoming AGM 

on next Monday, the 25th of October. Positions will be vacant for President, Vice President & Secretary. This 

is a fun, energetic group who are focused on supporting the school community. We are also planning the 

Bookarama event in March 2022, if you would like to help with this event. If you think you'd like to be a part of 

the P&F Committee or have some ideas you'd like to share, please come along to our next meeting on the 25th 

of October at 6pm in the School Administration Building. All are welcome. 
 

Swimming Week 

Our Swimming Week for students in Prep to Year 4 will run from Monday, the 8th of November to Thursday, the 

11th of November. Our swimming carnival will be on Friday, the 12th of November.   
 

 

 

 

 

Primary Snippets 
Sometimes the best recognition is from unexpected sources. 

Last week, one of our Year 2 students surprised some of the 

staff with little homemade thank-you cards. This lovely gesture 

made our day and reminds us how the little things can make 

such a big difference.  
 

 

 

 



 Valuing faith, friendships, and family while  
focusing on relationships, responsibility and results 

Primary Snippets (Cont.) 
Project Club Update 

This term, we have three amazing student teams: ‘Community Development Consultants’, ‘Anthropologist/ 

Artists’ and ‘Ecologists’. Our Community Development Consultants are researching innovative activities for youth 

in our community. It was identified that our region needed more exciting things for young people to do. This 

group are researching popular activities in terms of safety, pricing, legalities, maintenance, popularity, 

practicality, risks, and opportunities. Later this term, they will present their thoroughly researched ideas to the 

South Burnett Regional Council. Our anthropologists/artists ran a series of interviews last week. Their goal was 

to learn about different families within the region, and how they are connected to the South Burnett. Though they 

are only Year 2 and 3 students, most conducted their own interviews independently. They demonstrated a great 

level of confidence, professionalism, and interest in their interviewee. Students will use the information they 

gathered to write a short bio about their person. They will then represent this visually, as an artwork.  

Our ecologists have been researching how we can support/create mini-habitats for animals in our own 

backyards and spaces. This came from exploring the benefits, as well as the negative consequences, of 

development in our region, and brainstorming proactive measures to counteract these. They are considering 

how we can create mini-habitats which cater to an animal’s: 

• Diet (specific plants/other animals, etc) 

• Water requirements (sizes, depths) 

• Shelter requirements (for example, bird houses, bee spaces, hollow logs, general environment) 

• Spaces for birthing/rearing young 

The students will present their designs and ideas later in the term. 
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Sporting News 
South West All Schools Touch Football Carnvial  
It was a massive day for our Under-12 touch team on Sunday!  They competed at the South West All Schools 

carnival in Toowoomba. 

The team finished the day undefeated against some classy opposition and won the championship. Their 

teamwork and skills were outstanding.  A special mention to our girls who played without subs for a good portion 

of the day in quite warm conditions. 

A huge thank you to Mr Cameron Murphy for training and running the team, we really appreciate it! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Primary Summer Carnival  

This Friday, the 22nd of October, our Year 4 to 6 students will be participating in the Primary Schools Summer 

Carnival. This is a great opportunity for our students to compete socially against other schools. We will be 

sending teams to Oz Tag (Kingaroy Junior Soccer fields), Kanga Cricket (St Mary’s CC), Newcombe (Taabinga 

SS) and Ultimate Disc (St John’s).  

Students will be leaving St John’s Lutheran School by bus at 9:00am sharp and returning by 2:30pm. Students 

need to ensure they have a hat, comfortable sports shoes, sunscreen, and plenty of water and food. Canteens 

will be operating at each of the venues.  

Students may wear black or dark sports shorts to these events, along with school polo, sports socks and shoes. 

Students playing Oz Tag can wear touch football style shoes. Contact Mr Moseling at gmos@sjls.qld.edu.au if 

you have any questions. 

mailto:gmos@sjls.qld.edu.au


 Valuing faith, friendships, and family while  
focusing on relationships, responsibility and results 

Dates to Remember 

Community Notices 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2021 
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
  Playgroup in 

Hall 9am 
 
 
 

Prep 
Excursion 

8:45am 
Senior 
School 

Devotion 
 

Summer 
Carnival 

Yr 4-6 
 

Live it! 
Youth Group 

  

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
Junior 

Devotion 
Year 4-6 
8:50am 
Year 1-3 
10:15am 

 

P&F Meeting 
AGM 6pm 

 Playgroup in 
Hall 9am 

 
 
 

 8:45am 
Senior 
School 

Devotion 
 

World 
Teachers 

Day 
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