
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Newsletter – 12th May 2021

 
 

 

 

 
 

In our Prayers this week: 
Harrison Family - Dane Yr 4, Blake Yr 1 
Harris Family - Renae Yr 7 
Hatchett Family - Noah Yr 9 
Healey Family - Elizabeth Yr 3, Allison Prep 
Hedges Family - Shiamber Yr 3 
Henderson Family - Ráquel Yr 5 
Heslop Family - Olivia Yr 3, Adaleine Yr 1 
    

 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
St John’s School Hall  

9:30 am - Family Service 

 

 

St John’s Lutheran School 
Ph:  07 4162 3988 
Fax: 07 4162 4255 
PO Box 506  
84-94 Ivy Street  
Kingaroy Qld 4610 
E-mail: office@sjls.qld.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

Love in Action 
This week in school devotion, we continue to explore 1 Corinthians 

13 as we focus on our school theme - ‘Love in Action’.  
 

Bible Verse 1 Corinthians 13:4,5

Love is patient and kind. It is not jealous. Love is never boastful or 

proud. It is not selfish. 
 

Love is a powerful force that can re-shape our lives and the lives of 

others around us. If we think of the people who have had the 

greatest impact on our lives, we almost invariably think of those 

who were patient and kind - people who forgave us and gave us 

another chance. These are the people who loved us and taught us 

to live to our greatest potential. When we act towards others in this 

way, we choose to be individuals who love! 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Wellbeing 
The Power of Positive Thinking - Having a positive attitude can 

have a great effect on the way we live our lives. It’s too easy to 

look at the negative in situations and get aggravated. So often 

when things go wrong, or events don’t happen the way we want, 

we instantly get angry and start to whine. When you make the 

conscious decision to let go of the negatives and start 

implementing positive thoughts, it can bring about constructive 

change in your life. This can make for happier and brighter days. 

Simple actions like praising someone for a job well done, at the 

end of the day reminding yourself of all the good things that 

happened that day, being grateful for small things, or simply 

greeting someone with a smile. This week, give positive thinking a 

go and be amazed at the difference it can make! 
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From the Principal 
We regularly review various school procedures and policies. After consulting with staff, we have adjusted our 

procedures regarding absences. 

Staff will mark the roll immediately after the 8:45am bell. If your 

child is late to school for any reason, they must come to the 

office before heading to class as per usual practice. Students 

who come to the office will be given a ‘Late Pass’. If a child 

presents to the classroom after the 8:45am bell without a ‘Late 

Pass’, they will be redirected to the office. 

If your child/ren are away for any reason, it is important that 

parents notify the office. There are a variety of ways to do this.   

• Phone call on 4162 3988 

• The school app ‘Absence’ tab 

• Email to the office (reception@sjls.qld.edu.au)  

• Email to the class teacher – they will mark appropriately on the roll. 
If we do not have any communication from parents/ caregivers, a text will be sent shortly after the rolls are 

marked. This is a legal requirement to ensure the safety of all our students.  

Thank you for your support and assistance in making communication between home and school more efficient. 

This week and next, our students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are undertaking the annual NAPLAN testing in the areas of 

Numeracy, Writing, Conventions of Language, and Reading. These are not tests that students can study for in 

particular. We aim to keep the testing environment as calm and as supportive as possible for our students. It is 

pleasing this year that the timetabling of these tests has been modified and we can pace the tests out over the next 

two weeks, so we can continue offering specialist lessons to keep up with other regular curriculum areas. We 

encourage parents to ensure students have a filling healthy breakfast and bring a water bottle to school each day. 

It was pleasing to see many parents at our recent P&F meeting. This is always a great chance to catch up on 

what is happening around the school. We are very appreciative of everyone’s commitment in making the 

Bookarama a wonderful community event, while supporting our school with further resourcing for the students. 

The P&F are planning some future events for families and students to socialise (a disco, colour run, etc.). We 

look forward to seeing many families at these events. 
 

New Staff Profile 
This week we feature Linda Haley. “I have been at St John’s for almost a year now 

and absolutely love it! I have been quite lucky to work alongside some pretty 

awesome people and have always felt very welcome. I have a background in finance; 

however, after having children, I realised I really enjoyed being around little people 

and so I had a career change into Early Education. I worked in a variety of roles over 

many years from a casual educator to managing a centre. A few years ago, I decided 

to take the next step in my education career and began a Bachelor of Education 

(Early Childhood and Primary). I am currently in my 3rd year and have really enjoyed 

my journey, but really look forward to my end of semester breaks! I have 3 children, 2 

of whom have attended St John’s and my youngest will be in Prep next year.”   

School Reminders and Information 
Uniform Shop App - Our uniform shop app is currently not working. As we are trying to rectify the issue, 

parents who would usually order uniforms through the app are welcome to phone the school to place their order 

and pay over the phone. We can then send the uniform shop orders home with students. 

Remote Control Car Club - Remote Control Car Club commenced this week and will be running weekly at 

Monday lunchtime. Students need to bring along their own remote-control car and hand it to their classroom 

teacher in the morning. They will then need to collect their car and their lunch before proceeding to the 

undercover area outside the hall at the 12:45pm bell. Students will eat in the undercover area before 

commencing Remote Control Car Club at 12:55pm. 

mailto:reception@sjls.qld.edu.au
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School Event – Information 
Music Notes – Eisteddfod - Congratulations to everyone involved in the Eisteddfod this year, we had fantastic 

results by all our groups. A special thanks to Mr Sharp, to teachers for supporting the choir this semester, and to 

Mrs Wilks for accompanying the choir. The results were as follows: 

First Place - Year 5 Choir, Primary Small Ensemble Group, Secondary Small Ensemble Group, Senior Band 

Second Place - Beginner Band. 

Well done to all students involved this year; you did a tremendous job and made us very proud at St. John’s. We 

now look forward to our Music Tour to Bundaberg in Term 3.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Band 

Year 5 Choir 

Beginner Band 
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Live it! Movie Night – Please note date change! 

This Friday night, the 14th of May, we will be holding our Live it! movie 

night here at the hall. Students from Year 6 to Year 9 are invited. It will 

run from 5:30pm until 7:15pm. 

Students will need to wear comfy clothes (PJ’s, onesies, etc.) and bring 

something to lie on (bean bag, sleeping bag, pillow etc). 

Individual bags of popcorn will be provided, as well as drinks. Please 

note the movie we will be watching is a PG movie that does contain 

some low-level coarse language and mild themes. Attendance at this 

viewing will be at parent’s discretion. 

The cost for this event is $5.00 and all funds raised will go towards 

supporting the school Kokoda Brisbane Challenge teams that are competing in a few weeks’ time. Please 

contact Greame Moseling (gmos@sjls.qld.edu.au) if you require additional information. See you there! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day Stall Thank You - A big thank you to our Year 6 parents who helped run 

the Mother’s Day Stall last week. It was a very successful fundraiser for the Canberra 

trip, and we thank the school community for their support. We would also like to say a 

big thank you to Krista Holznagel and her mum for generously donating a large 

selection of extra Mother’s Day gifts to sell at our stall. Thank you for all your help and 

generosity. We hope all our mothers had a lovely Mother’s Day last Sunday.   
 

Bookfair 
Next week from the 17th-21st of May we will have our 
first Bookfair for the year. The bookfair will run in the 
library and will be open from 8-9am in the morning and  
3-4pm in the afternoon. Parents may accompany 
students to the bookfair, or they can bring along money 
in a sealed envelope. Alternatively, Larrikin Books offer 
parents the opportunity to purchase Larrikin Cash online 

- Larrikin Cash works the same as real cash, but can 
only be used in person at a Larrikin Book Fair. Simply 
purchase Larrikin Cash on the following link: 
Larrikin Cash, print from your confirmation email, and 
send along to school with your student. Thank you for 
supporting our school bookfair – a percentage of sales 
can be used towards purchasing books for our school 
library. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National Simultaneous Reading Day 
Next Wednesday, the 19th of May, is National 

Simultaneous Reading Day. All students are welcome to 

come to the library at the end of morning tea eat time 

(10.55am) to join us for an intergalactic experience with 

the NSS 2021 book ‘Give Me Some Space’ written by 

Philip Bunting, being read by astronaut Dr Shannon 

Walker from the International Space Station. 

mailto:gmos@sjls.qld.edu.au
https://larrikinhouse.com/product/larrikin-cash/
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Primary Snippets 
Year 6 STEM Challenges - Year 6 boys have been thoroughly enjoying their weekly STEM challenges. 

Challenges so far have included creating a tepee out of magazine paper to withstand the force of Mrs Wilk’s 

hairdryer, and making bridges out of paddle pop sticks to withstand the force of their school erasers. These 

challenges involve planning, trial and error, and collaboration. Keep up the great work, Year 6! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nude Food Challenge - Next week from the 17th -21st of May, the Environment Club are running their ‘nude 

food’ challenge. 

We would love to see everyone participate so our school can be more sustainable in our everyday lives. If at 

least 50% of the school contributes Environment club will give rewards like shoes off in the classroom or a movie 

afternoon. (If you do not want your child to participate in these rewards, please speak to your classroom teacher 

or Ms C.) Let's do this! 
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Secondary Snippets 
The term has been flying with all the public holidays and events happening. It’s Week Four and the Year 7 and 9 

students are ready to take on NAPLAN. Do your best, students! 

A little reminder to students to always be prepared for class by having their school diary always close by, their 

hats at the ready, and their devices charged and firing! Students also should keep in mind to not tamper with 

other students’ laptops in or out of class, and to focus on their work only. This is part of the technology 

agreement students signed at the start of the year. Overall, the majority of students have been doing a fantastic 

job with all the above, and uniform compliance has been sensational. Well done! 

Just a few upcoming events to keep an eye out for as the term continues: 

 
Wellbeing EXPO – Several students are signed up to be part of an exciting online journey, developing a project 

to enhance the school’s focus on wellbeing. Some of the ideas students may develop are attached below. 

 

Melinda Tankard Reist will be visiting the school to give an informative workshop to the Junior Secondary boys 

and girls that should really make them sit back and think about current social issues.   Mark Eisenmenger 

 

 

 
Year 7 History - Students learnt about the amazing architects and builders of ancient Rome during class last 

week. They were challenged to build a freestanding arch using plaster bricks. Students discovered that many 

ancient Roman buildings still stand today and many of their techniques are still employed in modern buildings. 

APEX Debating - Round 1 commences tonight (12th of May) at 6pm for Year 7 & 8 students and 8pm for the 

Year 9 team. This is being held at St John’s in the Junior Precinct. Students are reminded to wear formal 

uniform, arrive 15 minutes prior, and have their palm cards, note paper, writing implements, and water. All the 

best, teams! 
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Kahoot Grammar Challenge - Somerset stormed ahead this week. Charisse Dizon gained first place, Divan 

Boonzaaier earned third place, and Nica Gayatgay scored a perfect 100%. All these students are from Somerset 

and earned 7 points in total. Ian Gakuo flew the flag for Wivenhoe, coming in in second place and earning 3 

points for his house. Unfortunately, Boondooma went scoreless this week.            Jodie Springhall 

Somerset- 30 

Wivenhoe- 24 

Boondooma- 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 History - The Year 9 students had a hands-on experience of the education system during the Industrial 

Revolution. There was a demonstration of the punishment methods used, and the students were able to 

experience and understand the process. There seemed to be too much fun being had, considering they were 

being punished for their misbehaviour. There was a dunce hat, a cane, a foot stock and the worst one, a log 

tie.  I think they have an appreciation for today’s education system compared to the Industrial Revolution. 

Year 9 Mathematics - I was once told that Mathematics is not fun. Well, these Year 9 students proved that 

incorrect, as they ran around the school looking for clues and solving mathematical problems. They were 

detectives for the day, and they had to solve the crime. Outside learning in this perfect weather, a little 

competition, and, to boot, they were learning mathematics! The bell went too soon and they had to stop their fun. 

Amanda Roberts 
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Travel Assistance - Non-State School 

If you have not signed a SPA agreement with St John-s and your family purchases tickets for the bus each week 

for Nanango, Wondai and Murgon, from the 1st to 31st May you can apply for assistance for your ticket 

expenses for Semester 1 (Jan - June).  More information for you to claim back your ticket purchases is available 

at www.schooltransport.com.au  

If you signed a SPA agreement previously, no further forms are required to be  filled out or claimed from the 

Non-State School Bus Assistance, if you receive an email and you are a SPA family, please forward it to Tracey 

Williams, twil@sjls.qld.edu.au 
 

Students with Disabilities Travel Assistance - Non-State School 
STUDENTS WHO ARE VERIFIED - Has your child been verified by the support teachers? These students can 

also apply for student travel assistance. (Bus and Car Applicable). If you have any questions, please contact 

Tracey Williams in the office.  More information for you to claim back your travel is available at 

www.schooltransport.com.au   
 

P&F News 
Another successful P&F meeting was held on Monday night with various things being discussed - Bookarama, 

events for the remainder of the year, and the many wonderful things our school have been doing and achieving. 

For more information, please go to the school website, Parents & Friends link - meeting minutes. These will be 

available soon. 

A great initiative was approved and will be undertaken with the support of our P&F, making colourful 

improvements to some of our toilet blocks.  

We also welcome and encourage new members to join our committee to be involved in the great work our P&F 

committee do. If you’d like to find out more or get involved, please contact us sjlspf@gmail.com 

Sporting News 
Well done to all the students who have been competing at the South Burnett Trials 

over the last couple of weeks. Congratulations to Cameron Stronge, who made the 

Wide Bay Under 12 Boys soccer team last week. He will be competing at the State 

Championships in the coming weeks. Well done! 
 

South Burnett Lutheran Parish 
Sunday Worship Service - All school families are welcome to attend our weekly 

church service at 9:30am in the school hall. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

 

 

http://www.schooltransport.com.au/
mailto:twil@sjls.qld.edu.au
http://www.schooltransport.com.au/
mailto:sjlspf@gmail.com
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May 2021 
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
  Playgroup in 

Hall 9am 
 

 NO Senior 
School 

Devotion 
 

Live it! Youth 
Group 
5:30pm 

 

  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
Combined 

Junior 
Devotion 
 (Due to 

NAPLAN) 
Prep-6 

10:15am 
 
 

 Playgroup in 
Hall 9am 

 
National 

Simultaneous 
Reading Day 

 8:45am 
Senior 
School 

Devotion 
 

South 
Burnett 
Cross 

Country 
 

  

 

Dates to Remember 
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Community Notices 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barambah United Football Club 

Training every Thursday at Wondai soccer 

grounds from 4-5pm. 

Follow our Facebook page or email the club 

at barambahfc@gmail.com 

x-apple-data-detectors://1/
mailto:barambahfc@gmail.com
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