
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

School Newsletter – 9th December 2020 

 
 

 

 

 
 

In our Prayers this week: 
All our wonderful staff! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship Services: 
St John’s School Hall  

9:30 am - Family Service 

 

 
St John’s Lutheran School 
Ph:  07 4162 3988 
Fax: 07 4162 4255 
PO Box 506  
84-94 Ivy Street  
Kingaroy Qld 4610 
E-mail: office@sjls.qld.edu.au 

 

 

From the Principal 
As we head into the holidays, I would like to wish everyone a 

blessed Christmas and a restful break. I feel extremely blessed to 

be part of an amazing community at St John’s this year, especially 

when it has been such a turbulent year!  I wish to thank our staff in 

particular, for the incredible job they do each and every day and for 

their dedication to each and every child in their care. I also would 

like to especially thank Jon, Shelley and Mark for their support 

during the COVID situation and online learning. Their listening ear, 

guidance and support over the last year has been immeasurable. 

In particular, I wish all the staff who are leaving our community 

God’s blessings as they transition to new towns, new schools and 

new jobs.  

Thank you also to our parents, and talented students for another 

incredible year at St John’s! From the students, who work so hard 

to achieve their best, to the parents, for their support in so many 

ways, especially during online learning, to our P&F members and 

School Council members. You all deserve a huge thank you! 

As the year ends, we would like to congratulate our graduating 

Year 9 class, and wish them all the best for the future, as they 

transition into their Senior Secondary education. We also 

congratulate our Year 6 students, who have successfully 

completed their primary schooling. Thank you, students, for all you 

have contributed, and we wish you all God’s blessings for the 

future.   

May the blessings of Christ be with you and your families this 

Christmas.  Have a wonderful break, we look forward to a 

wonderful year in 2021!                Karyn Bjelke-Petersen 
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Staffing for 2021 
Principal - Karyn Bjelke-Petersen 
Assistant to Principal - Jon Kotzur (Relationship/Behaviour Management; Worship Co-ordinator) 

Primary School Co-ordinator - Shelley Murphy 

Secondary School Co-ordinator - Mark Eisenmenger 

Administration Staff: 

Receptionist – Michelle Walters, Tricia Davison  

Administration Assistant - Sharyn Ryan 

Marketing - Kathryn Stevens 

Registrar - Tracey Williams   Business Manager - Teresa Lucas 

Kindy Staff: Jenny Christensen, Barbara Corser, Karlie Zemek, Katrina Collier 

Prep - Liz Barrie, Janet Munt 

Year 1 – Coral Cowling-Scaife, Deb Kerr, Jess McNamara 

Year 2 – Marg Jeffery/Trish Clegg, Jan Hicks 

Year 3 – Sonya Sutherland, Louise Brown/Ashley Dalton, Alannah Parfitt/Chloe 

Rickard 

Year 4 - Robyn Paynter/Chloe Rickard, Naomi Kotzur/Chloe Rickard   

Year 5 - Sarah Norris/Trish Clegg, Dominique Cusack  

Year 6 - Adrian Landherr, Suz Wilks 

Arts - Ruth Muller (Visual Arts), Bill Sharp (Music)    

PE - Greame Moseling, Justin Sampson, Mark Eisenmenger 

ICT - Janene Boonzaaire 

ICT Support - Chris Thamm 

Well-Being Teacher - Ruth Muller 

Well-Being Student Workers – Bethany Kotzur, Trevenna Jorgensen 

Learning Support - Tania Seiler, Ashley Dalton, Naomi Littley-Upton 

Instrumental/Classroom Music - Bill Sharp 

Library Co-ordinator - Tracey Tunstall 

Playgroup Co-ordinator - Renae Moseling          

Junior Secondary Staff:  

Amanda Roberts - Maths, HASS, Agricultural Studies 
Jodie Springhall - English, Japanese, HASS 
Mark Eisenmenger - Science, HPE 
Bill Sharp - Music/Media 
Janene Boonzaaire - ICT, Christian Studies, Civics/Business 
Justin Sampson - Manual Arts, PE 
Felicity Jorgensen - Home Economics, Visual Arts, Health 
Greame Moseling - Christian Studies, PE, Health 

Teacher Aides   

Danielle Albinger, Emma Bennett, Traceylee Brown, Leigh Day, Victoria Dunkin, Mark Emslie, Rebecca Garlick 
Linda Haley, Monique Hill, Melissa Josai, Melanie Kratzmann, Bronwyn Lord, Renae Moseling, Natalie Reardon, 
Barb Pearson, Kristin Renouf-Dowdle, Trish Seng, Karen Soley, Liane Tessmann, Alyssa Tones, Jess Wyles.          

Uniform Co-ordinator - Tricia Davison           

Tuckshop Convenor - Deb Litzow 

Grounds Staff - Wayne Springhall 

Please note that this list is current as of today, however we have had a number of enrolment enquiries in this last 
week. While it is always exciting to have increased enrolment numbers, I wish to reassure parents that we are 
continually monitoring class numbers and staffing. This staff list is current today, but there may be some 
variations as enrolments are confirmed, requiring some minor staffing changes. We do try as best as we can to 
ensure stability (staff like to know where they are teaching for the following year before they break for holidays!!); 
however, there may need to be additional changes due to enrolments over the holidays. Thank you for your 
understanding and patience.  



 

Staff Welcome 
We are blessed to be able to welcome new staff who are joining our community in various roles next year. We 

welcome two new teachers to our school. Dominique Cusack is moving from the Sunshine Coast to Kingaroy in 

the new year. Jess McNamara is joining the Early Years team and is known to many of our students already, 

having completed two of her uni pracs here, and more recently doing some relief teaching. We are thrilled to 

have these two new teachers join us. We are so happy that Deb Kerr is taking up a classroom teaching role next 

year, after many years of supporting classes as an aide. We also have Mrs Alyssa Tones joining our team as 

teacher aide in 2021. We feel incredibly blessed to have this team to begin the 2021 year.  
 

Staff Farewell 
It is always at this time of the year when we farewell staff. This year we say a sad goodbye to Helen Walden who 

has been at St John’s since 2006. Helen has had many roles including classroom teacher and Library and ICT 

teacher, and we say a huge thank you for her contributions to our school community over this time. We pray that 

the transition for your family will be smooth and that you will all get to know your new school community very 

quickly! Steve Peterson has been a wonderful part of the Year 5 team and we thank him for his time this year. 

The students have certainly enjoyed his guitar playing at lunch times and the amazing stories he has shared with 

them. It is with mixed emotions that we farewell Eureka Coetzee at the end of this year also. Eureka has been at 

St John’s for the last 2 years and has had various roles (Visual Arts teacher, Pastoral Care and classroom 

teacher). We thank Eureka for her amazing flexibility and the care she has shown to everyone here in her short 

time with us. We are so excited for Eureka’s next adventure as the new Principal at Redeemer Lutheran College, 

Biloela and we wish her God’s richest blessings for this role. We will miss your smile….and outfits, and thank 

you for the way you have blessed our community over the last few years. Many of you know Kathy Clegg as our 

front desk friend on Wednesdays to Friday and we are sad to say farewell to her. Kathy has been offered a full-

time role at a local business and we wish her God’s blessings as she moves into this role. Thank you, Kathy, for 

your calm and welcoming manner in the office each day. We will miss you! We also say a temporary farewell to 

Kylie Olsen- Price and Sue Hyde who are both taking some long service leave next year.  

Closing Devotion  

Tomorrow, the 10th of December, there will be a closing devotion for students in Prep-Year 3 at 9:00am and for 

Years 4-9 at 10:15am. Representative Sports Awards for Year 5 students, and student leaders for 2021 will be 

announced at the 10:15am devotion, and parents of these students are welcome to attend. Just a reminder that 

speeches and voting for house captain positions will occur in Term 1, 2021. 
 

Meet and Greet 2021 
We would like to invite parents and caregivers for students in Year 1 to Year 6 to a ‘Meet the Teacher’ 

afternoon on Friday, the 22nd of January, from 1:00pm - 2:30pm. This is an opportunity for students to see 

their new classrooms, and meet their new teacher, as well as drop off their book packs. Teachers will also have 

a handout ready with important information, school policies, and key dates for the year to come. A school map 

with classrooms, (as well as class and teacher allocations) will be available at the hall to assist you. Class lists 

will be displayed at the hall from Friday the 22nd of January at 1pm. Returning secondary students will participate 

in an orientation week during the first week of school. New secondary students are encouraged to attend from 

1:00pm on the 22nd as part of your orientation to the secondary precinct. Please meet Mr Eisenmenger at the 

hall and he will show you around from there. 

Important Bus Update – Thursday, the 10th of December 
Tomorrow, the 10th of December, is a Pupil Free Day for all State Schools. St John’s School will be running as 

normal. The only bus service running will be the Wondai/Murgon Bus, direct to and from St John’s. There will be 

NO Across Town Bus or other connecting buses from the interchange.  
 

Free Dress Day Tomorrow 
The last day of school will be a Free Dress Day – come along dressed in something 

Christmassy!!  Don’t forget a hat and sensible shoes. 
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Uniform Shop and Book Shop Times  

Please see the times for the Uniform and Bookshop for: 

• the last week of school 2020 

• the week before school starts 2021 

Last Week of School          
7th - 10th December 

Monday - Thursday                       

Thu      8:00am – 3:00pm 

Fri        Closed 

Week Before School Starts         
18th – 22nd January 2021 

Monday - Friday  

Mon     8:00am – 2:00pm 

Tue      8:00am – 1:30pm 

Wed      11:30am – 1:30pm 

Thu        Closed 

Fri        11:30am – 3:00pm 

First week of school 27th January 2021 Wed     8:00am – 10:30am 

Term Time  

Mon     8:00am – 9:15am 

Wed     8:00am – 9:15am 

Thu      By appointment only at   

             the front office. 

Uniform App - During term time, parents can also use our School App to purchase uniforms, and items 

purchased can be sent home with students. 
 

 

In 2021, the Uniform Shop will only be open on Monday and Wednesday mornings and Thursday will be by 

appointment at the school office. During term time, parents are also invited to use the School App, which is free 

to download from your app store.  
 

Security over the Holidays 
If you live in the neighbourhood or nearby, and see any activity that is suspicious, could you please contact 

Kingaroy Police 4160 4900 immediately. Thank you.  
 

Checklist 
The School Yearbook has been sent home to families who purchased one. If you 

would 

like to purchase a copy or require extra copies, they are available at the office for $20. 

Thursday, 3rd December – Reports sent home with individual students. 

Thursday, 3rd December - Back to School Pack sent home with oldest child. 
 

Weekly Wellbeing 
WE DID IT! We all managed to be flexible and adjust to all the changes that 2020 has brought and finish with a 

smile. I hope you all have a very special and blessed Christmas and holiday period. I am so grateful for the 

opportunity to work alongside your children and support their wellbeing needs this year. I am truly grateful for 

each experience your children bring. I look forward to next year and the fun journey it will be. Happy holidays!  

Bethany Kotzur  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Please check that you 

have received all this 

information. 



 

Grow Together 
Please find below the Term 4 edition of Grow Together for our school families.  

Grow Together, is a newsletter and resource that has wonderful ways to connect with your 

children, and together as a family. Please click on the link below: 

Grow Together Newsletter - 4 - 2020 
 

SPA Bus - Schools Transport Assistance Scheme 
The weekly family thresholds for Semester 1 2021 will be: $40 ($30 for applicants/parents/carers who hold 

a concession card such as a Health Care, Pensioner or Veterans card). 

The thresholds have been increased by the Schools Transport Assistance Scheme mainly because of increased 

demand from new routes/schools and enrolment growth. The Scheme has also been running a slight deficit for 

the last few semesters and unfortunately that cannot continue.  
 

Book Covers 
Several parents have mentioned that they are having difficulty finding book covers. We have been advised that 

there are book covers for sale at Office Central.  
 

Join us for Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service – 7pm 

Christmas Day Service – 9:30am 

Please join us in the St John’s School Hall. 

We wish all our school families a blessed 

Christmas and look forward to seeing you there. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ll6hj20dbh1f9bd/Grow%20Together_2020_2-digital.pdf?dl=0


 

Huston Ford Junior Citizenship Award         Dundas Senior Citizenship Award 
Congratulations to: Brendan Appeldorn                Congratulations to: Charlotte Landherr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Folker Christian Living Award      Deb Frecklington Achievement Award           
Congratulations to: Kate Gadischke          Congratulations to: Elliana Hyde           
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Dux - Congratulations to: Heath Knight     Senior Dux - Congratulations to: Charlotte Landherr 
 

                                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 
     

 
 

Celebration of Learning Morning 2020 
On Monday Morning, at our ‘Celebration of Learning Morning – Celebrating Student Achievement’, we had the 

opportunity to congratulate many students on their achievements in 2020. It was a wonderful morning, and we 

thank these students for all of their efforts. Not everyone can receive an award and we would like to congratulate 
all the students of St John’s who have continued to work hard at being their best and who continue to build on 

the ‘Seven C’s’ that are a core part of our school’s framework.  

* Christ * Co-operation * Communication * Courtesy  

* Consideration * Care * Christian Leadership 
We would like to thank our guests Nathan Lonsdale and Emma Wilks who presented awards on Monday. These 

two guests are both former students who received Senior and Junior Dux at Kingaroy High School this year. 

Congratulations to all the award recipients and to all students for their hard work in 2020. Highlighted below are 

some of our major award winners. To see a full copy of our student awards, please click on this link: 

Celebration of Learning Program 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

St John’s Lutheran School 

Art Acquisition Award  
Congratulations to: Amber Seng 

https://www.sjls.qld.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Celebration-of-Learning-and-Awards-Ceremony-2020.pdf


 

Primary Snippets  
The Year 3 students at St John’s have been learning about what 

Communities are how they are part of one. Part of being in a Community is 

caring for one another and being kind.  

The students and Year 3 teachers wanted to give back to the community in 

some way. They decided they could help the environment and give a blessing 

by making their own paper out of shredded paper and creating Christmas 

Cards for residents at the Orana Aged Care Centre. These cards will be 

dropped off this week by a couple of student representatives and will be given 

to the residents to pass on to their loved ones.  

A big thank you to Two Sisters Art who generously donated cards, envelopes 

and stamps for the students to use when making their marvellous creations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prep have enjoyed Mrs T’s Christmas outfits every day over the last week. There has been a Santa, a Reindeer, 

a Fairy, an Elf and a Gingerbread Man so far. This is a picture with Mrs Elf!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Year Five students are enjoying their breakup at the pool.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Secondary Snippets 

Junior Secondary…We made it through 

2020! 

2020 Year 9 Graduation – Then & Now 

Elliana Ellie Charlotte 

      

Noah Katie Hannes 

      

Lily Sam Amber 

      

Seth Holly Ben 

      
 

 

Farewell Year 9 - Our Year 9 students are looking forward to their Year 9 Graduation dinner tonight. God’s 

richest blessings to our Year 9 graduating students as they move on to the next phase of their educational 

journey. We have some school families of our Year 9 cohort who have been part of our school community for the 

last ten years. Thank you for your support and we will miss you! 

 



 

Boondooma Form Class – Thanks for a great year Boondooma! I think from memory we took out two sports 

titles this year - swimming and athletics, top stuff! I would like to thank all those students who put their hand up 

through the year in Boondooma who helped out with activities such as form class devotions and helping to 

organise fun days and events. 

Form Mr E to The Boondooma Form Class of 2020. Thanks for a great year and Happy Holidays!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kahoot Grammar Challenge - Term 4 Kahoot Grammar Challenge was won by Year 9. Year 7 nearly caught 

them, but in the end the Year 9 students enjoyed an ice-cream cone creation on a very hot day last Friday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

Charlotte Landherr’s dystopian story is finished!  

If you are looking for a good read over the holidays, follow the link 

below. If you have been reading along as Charlotte has released 

chapters this semester, then you will love this final chapter. She 

also has a feedback form on her site that she would love you to fill 

in. This has been a labour of love for Charlotte and she is every 

publisher’s dream author, as she gets her work in on time. I have 

thoroughly enjoyed assisting Charlotte with this project as I have 

been privileged to gain early access to the chapters - all just for 

the fee of proofreading - and that has been a simple and 

pleasurable task. Keep writing, Charlotte! I look forward to you 

signing a copy of your first novel for me - Mrs Springhall  

https://glidingonraysoflight7.blogspot.com/ 
 

Year 7&8 BIG DAY OUT! - We had an epic day in Toowoomba on Tuesday. We started our day at the Kloud9 

trampoline park (a great holiday activity, if you are looking to tire the kids out). From there we went to Sunset 

Tenpin Bowling. The students had a ball, pardon the pun, and many had never bowled before. They were given 

some tips from Mrs Jorgensen, and were scoring strike after strike. We finished the day with McDonald’s in the 

awesome park near the Highfields Sporting Complex. Highfields McDonald’s - amazing job! I was so impressed 

to see how the cohort just gelled together and their behaviour was impeccable. We were commended on a 

number of occasions, and it was a relaxing day for the teachers as well. A big thank you to Mr Eisenmenger for 

organising the day and to Mr Emslie, Mrs Boonzaaier and Mrs Jorgensen for assisting me on the day.           

Have a wonderful holiday- Mrs Springhall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Year 9 Excursion - The Year 9 cohort celebrated 

the ending of their school year with a wonderful day 

at the Blast Aqua Park in Coolum. They were tasked 

to overcome many fun and challenging water 

obstacles and took to them like a fish to water. 

Everybody enjoyed themselves immensely, and 

some of the students even managed to get even 

with Mr Sampson. After enduring two sessions at 

the water park, they ate lunch at the Coolum 

McDonald’s before coming back to Kingaroy.  

       
Mr Sampson 

https://glidingonraysoflight7.blogspot.com/


 

Environment Club 
Our Environment club was asked to provide student delegates to represent our school at the last local council 

meeting. They were asked to speak about our environment club and what they would like to see change around 

the South Burnett regarding taking care of the environment. 

Please see below a link to the South Burnett Online article where you can view a video of their presentation in 

the council chambers.  

Pupils Spread Recycling Message 

The club also used our last session of the year to thank Mrs BP, by presenting her with the club’s very first piece 

of recycled paper.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://southburnett.com.au/news2/2020/12/04/pupils-spread-recycling-message/


 

Dates to Remember 

Community Notices  

 

 

 

 

 

December 2020 
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

7 

 

8 

 

9 
Year 9 

Graduation 

Dinner 

10 
Closing 

Devotion 

9am Prep-

Year  
 

School 

Resumes 

Wednesday, 

the 27th of 

January 

11 
 

 

12 13 
Family 

Worship 

Service 

School 

Hall 

9:30am 

 



 

Community Notices (Cont.) 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Musical Instruments for Sale 

Base Guitar - The Base Guitar is a Fender make and has a wood finish, full size and is in excellent 

condition. $700.00 with heavy duty case.  

Please contact 0417 727 036 for more information.  

 

Trumpet - Yamaha Trumpet, also in excellent condition and is very good quality. $800.00.  

Please contact 0417 727 036 for more information.  

 


